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LIFE WITH A PURPOSE
WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?
What am I going to be?
There isn't a young man or woman in these United States who
hasn't asked these questions. Sometimes many of us wish it were
possible to foretell the future by glancing into a globe of crystal.
After all, you will probably say, "I'm not asking for much,
I want a job." And even if you have a job you will probably say
that you want a chance to marry and raise a family. The girlfriend's sofa is worn out; you want to marry the girl and live
in your own home.
And you, who had to quit school just as you got into the 7th
term of your high school career. You say you are interested in
chemistry. Poking around in a laboratory, working with test tubes
is the nearest thing to heaven as far as you are concerned. But
you had to quit school. You couldn't study as you planned to 'do
for so many years.
And you, well, you finally passed the teacher's license examination. You're a teacher. "Yea," you will say, and perhaps even
forget all about correct pronunciation, one of the 200,000 licensed
teachers who don't have jobs.
You, working in a steel mill and making $3.70 a day. You
want a chance to learn a, skilled trade; you want a vocation; and
chances are slim for getting into school where you could learn
to become a mechanic.
You are a Negro whose training and abilities are limited by
discrimination and Jimcrowism. You want equal opportunities,
free of discrimination.
You may have been raised on a farm. Perhaps you even belong
to the Future Farmers of America. But sometimes you wonder
about the name of the organization. "Future Farmer" indeed!
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With mortgages and debts weighing like millstones on the farm,
how will you be able to become a successful farmer?
Yes, all of you are part of the 20,000,000 young Americans
between the ages of 16 and 24. Figures collected by the U.S. Office
of Education concerning this age group tell .a very bitter story.
Five hundred thousand of you are jobless, but taking part-time
courses at school. Three hundred thousand of you, have become
like birds, wandering along the highways, roads and stems of
America. Four million of you are in school, ready to be graduated
into a labor market that's pretty full already.
Over five million of you are out of school, out of jobs and
hunting desperately for work.

A Cold World
"It's a cold and unwelcome world that our young people are
entering." The' man who said that is no radical who wants to
change our present social order. It was Aubrey Williams, head
of the National Youth Administration who made that statement
and added that between five and eight million young men and
women between the ages of 16 and 25 are unemployed. Those are
conservative figures.
But this isn't a lesson in statistics. This is a story about how
American youth is getting together. This is the story about how
young fellows and girls are answering the questions and getting
the things they want: jobs, security, homes, friends, an education,
fun, sport and a purpose in life. No, all this isn't handed to
them on a silver platter. These things are for those who have
joined in a great cause, a great movement, and a great organization of young America. Yes, we're telling the story of the Young
Communist League.
But before we tell you why, you and you .and you should
become members of the Young Communist League, we want to
recor·d the words of a man who was once entrusted with leadership
in this country. He was called a great engineer. His name is
Herbert Hoover and he too wants to "save" the young generation.
We'll let him have the floor first.
"1 hear much," Mr. Hoover said, "that new opportunity for
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youth is gone. It is very sad, but did it ever occur to you that
all the people who live in these houses and all those who run
this complicated machine are going to die? Just as sure as death
the job is yours. And there are opportunities in every inch of it."
Beat that if you can!
But maybe it won't seem so strange, that a man can actually
point to death as a way out for youth, if we realize that he is
defending a social order which is so old and broken down that
the unmistakable signs of death are upon it.
Most of you who have been born in the east, let us say in
New York, Philadelphia, Buffalo, or Newark, have never been
as far west as Chicago, not to speak about west of the Mississippi.
Those of you who were born and reared in Seattle or San Francisco have probably never seen New York. But you know what
a tremendous country we live in. You also know that we live in
the richest country in the whole world. True enough, America is
compelled to buy some things from other nations; products, such
as coffee, manganese and others which can not be produced here.
But we raise wheat, cotton, corn, vegetables and almost every
variety of food. Animals of all sorts graze on our plains. Our
mines pour forth coal, iron ore, copper, gold, silver and almost
every metal needed by modern industry. Our factories work up
and fabricate every variety of article. Our railroads, air lines,
ships and roads link all of America's millions of square miles
together.

Why?
No, three hundred thousand boys and girls are not on the
road because the country isn't rich enough. Millions of boys and
girls are unemployed; but it's not because this nation couldn't
support them. Official surveys of American industry and resources
prove that there is enough for all. If our industry and agriculture
were properly used, there need be no man or woman with an
income of less than $2,000 a year. Yes, that makes $40 a week.
Is that how much you are making now?
Let us see why these things are so. If you are employed, let
us say, by Bethlehem Steel Corporation you would have to work
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250 years to make the same amount of money that Charley
Schwab, head of Bethlehem, makes in one year. While Schwab
is sailing his yacht on a pleasure jaunt he makes as much in one
hour ($1,000), as you make in an entire year, sweating and
toiling in Sparrows Point or Bethlehem, Pa.
At this very moment, in the mine fields of Kansas, and textile
towns of the South, little children are dying of pellagara, a hunger disease. And it's all because a handful of selfish men have
cornered the wealth of America; use it as they see fit, use it only
to coin profits from the running of the mills and the mines and
the shops where the people toil.
Yes, America is the richest country in the world. But 1 per
cent of the population owns at least 59 per cent of the wealth.
The great majority of the people, the workers and farmers, the
small shopkeepers, those who make up 87 per cent of the population, own hardly 10 per cent of our great wealth.
It is an old, old story. On one side there are great riches, on
the other poverty. The rich get richer and the poor get poorer.
Dresses, suits, coats are piled up in the storerooms; wheat, corn,
and food are stuffed in warehouses. And still, there are millions
who haven't enough to clothe them in winter or food to keep
them alive.
We are reminded about the story of the coal miner's wife
and her little son.
"Why is it so cold?" the little fellow asks.
"There is no coal in the house," his mother answers.
"Why don't we have any coal?"
"There is no money to buy any coal."
"Why haven't we got any money?"
"Father has no work."
"Why isn't daddy working?"
"Because there is too much coal."
"Looney," you say. But that's what happens when the handful
of men who control our wealth and run industry only to mak,e
profit.

Can It Happen Here?
And on top of all, hovers a danger that even the few rights
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the people still have, will be smashed. There is also the future
which the House of Morgan and the duPont munitions manuf,acturers are planning for us. It is the future of death, fighting
a war to make the world safe for Morgan's loans and for duPont's
profits.
We want a future of hope and security. We want real opportunity and know that a job, a decent wage, a chance for an education, are necessary if the opportunity is to mean anything to us.
But there are certain men who are planning a future of war and
destruction for us. Who are they? Let us look at the record.
In a small village in rural England, there stands a War Memorial: a cannon captured by the local regiment from the German!>
When you walk up closely to the cannon you see that on OlJto
side is inscribed the names of the English soldiers who were
killed in -that advance. On the other side is the name of the firm
which manufactured the cannon. It is The English Vickers, Ltd.
In the event of ,a war, let us say with Japan, the American
doughboy may have the doubtful pleasure of dying from a bullet
manufactured in the U.S.A. by the duPonts. Or you may have the
still more doubtful honor of being impaled on Japanese barbed
wire manufactured in our own country.
We said that there is a real and immediate threat that even
the few remaining rights which the American people enjoy, will
be destroyed. Well, the same men who conspire to wreck all
American liberties, the fascist minded men of this country, are
also the ones who threaten to hurl America into the war. Yes, a
world war, which Hitler, Mussolini and the Japanese militarists
are preparing.
But "It can't happen here," is the phrase some of you may
use in answering those who say that there is a danger of fascism
in America. Oh, can't it? Let us tell you about a certain dinner
held not so long ago. What have dinners got to do with fascism?
Well, this particular one had a lot to do with it. We refer to the
dinner which was sponsored by The American Liberty League.
It was there that Al Smith, once of the brown derby, now of the
high hat, told about the famous hike he was going to take.
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The duPonts
But Al Smith wasn't the important man there. We want to
single out a whole tribe, one family which was represented by
12 brothers and sisters, and aunts and uncles. All bore the name
DUPONT. Yes, those are the boys who shelled out nearly half
a million dollars trying to elect Alf Landon. Those are the boys
who together with J. P. Morgan, Henry Ford, Rockefeller, the
Mellons, and all the biggest bankers and industrialists in the
country, form the American Liberty League. Al Capone may be
in jail, but these boys are still at large. And they're scheming for
all they're worth to make "it happen here."
Our generation is still paying for the cost of the last world
war. And it was the House of Morgan, which had placed its bets
on the side of the allies from 1914 till 1917, that forced the
American government into the war.
They call it the American Liberty League. That's because no
one could get to first base in this country, if he came out openly
against liberty and freedom. How do we know that these bigshots are plotting to bring fascism to America? Well, look at the
Liberty Leaguer in action. See how they cut wages during the depression, dodged taxes and used gunmen, thugs, company unions,
and rats of all kinds to prevent real unions from organizing the
steel industry the munitions industries, and other plants which
they control.
Furthermore, when they formed the Liberty League they said
it was to combat radicalism and communism. And they called
everybody who wasn't .a fascist, a red. Why, they even called
Roosevelt a red and said that the New Deal was Communistic.
There is method to the apparent madness of such a trick. That's
what the Nazis did in Germany. That's what the Spanish fascists do.
They label all democratic, even capitalist controlled governments,
communistic, in order to justify the forcible and violeJ;lt overthrow
c.f democratic institutions in order to put fascism on top.
Can it happen here? Let us just mention the name of the most
hated man in America, the organizer of every fascist move in
this country. Yes, you guessed it, William Randolph Hearst. He
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is the man who wired his illustrator and newspaper artist in Cuba
before the outbreak of the Spanish-American War: "You furnish
the pictures, I'll furnish the war." Hearst is the man who is trying
to get the United States and England on the side of Germany and
Italy, in order to aid the plans of those fascist nations in making
war against France, Spain, the small countries of Europe and
the Soviet Union.

The Conspiracy of Reaction
There is a conspiracy on foot in this country. And we don't
only have reference to the deeds of the Black Legion, the Ku
Klux Klan, the Crusaders, the White Shirts, and the Nazi Agents
in America. We mean the auto manufacturers behind the Black
Legion. We mean the big shots in the American Liberty League.
We mean Hearst, with his $200,000,000 fortune. We mean the
Republican Party financed by these men. We mean Father Coughlin who openly says that he will urge the use of bullets not ballots "in certain cases." We mean the whole kit and caboodle of
fascist minded individuals who are out to prove that, IT CAN
HAPPEN HERE!
"Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty," our forefathers
said. And yet there are those people who say that now is not the
time to smash fascism and the war makers. They say that we must
wait, maybe the forces of democracy will be stronger later. Let
us recall the words of Patrick Henry:
"They tell us, sir, that we are weak, unable to cope with so
jormidable an adversary. But when shall we be stronger? Will
it be next week, or next year? Shall we gather strength by irresolution and inaction? Shall we acquire the means oj effectual
resistance by lying supinely on our ba'Cks and hugging the delusive
phantom of hope until our enemies shall have bound us hand
and foot?"
These words were spoken in 1775. But how true they ring
today. We too are faced with a crisis. The lines are drawn. Shall
we let fascism pass in America? Shall we be drawn into the war
which the fascists are preparing?
The decision on those issues cannot be postponed. Now, this
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very moment, is the right time to meet the issue and come out
victorious.
Well, we started out with the things you want, a job, education, the chance to marry and set up a home. Now we see that
even greater troubles lie before us, FASCISM and WAR, if
certain notorious gentlemen have their way about things. And
remember, we promised to show what can be done about all this.
First, we say, if you are out of a job, if you are working and
conditions are not the best, if you are a student, a farmer, a
young person who realizes that things aren't as they should be
you belong in the Young Communist League. Now we're not like
those false prophets who promise that if you just join their
organization, presto, all your worries will be over. Nothing of
the kind. But we do say that the Young Communist League has a
program for America which does show how to get jobs, peace,
happiness, and security. And what is more, the Young Communist
League will provide fellowship, education, give you a purpose in
-life, give you 'a chance for recreation and also good wholesome
fun.
What can and must be done if we're not to be a lost generation?

The American Youth Act
First of all the Young Communist League says, pass the
American Youth Act. We're cooperating with all those trade
unions, farm organizations, church groups, student organizations
and others who are back of the American Youth Act. This bill
was introduced in Congress by Senator Benson and Representative
Amlie. It says that all young people between the ages of 16 and
25 should get jobs on youth projects at trade union wages with
a minimum wage of $15 a week. It says that student aid should
be given and a minimum of $25 a month set for the colleges and
$15 for high schools. And we're proud of our record of unstinting and fighting support to this movement for the passage of
the Americ'an Youth Act.
We say that all young people who are eligible, should join the
trade unions in their industry. And here too, the Young Com10

munists are proud of their record of militancy and loyal participation in the trade union movement. We support the drive to organize big industrial unions, with democratic control by the membership. We help in the setting up of educational and special
sport and social activity in all unions, in order to stimulate the
winning of youth for the trade unions. The trade union movement, and especially the organization of the steel industry, the
organization of rubber, auto, radio and electrical unions, will
bring decent wages, shorter hours and some security for youth.
We say that peace can be won, democracy saved and extended
here and now. But that's a big job. And we are working together
with all kinds of youth clubs and organizations to build a united
organization of youth.
For the nation as a whole, there is one guarantee, one thing
which will stand like a rock of Gibraltar for peace and for
democracy. Both old parties, Republican and Democrat have
shown that they provide no solution for the plight of youth. That's
why a party of the people is needed: a party based on the trade
unions, the farm organizations, the youth, which unites all who
stand for progress, yes a Farmer-Labor Party!
And youth have a big stake in such a party. We know that
the young go first in war. We know that fascism strikes first at
the youth, destroys every independent youth organization and
club. That is why we help unify American youth into a united
movement behind a Farmer-Labor Party in America. That means,
for example, that we work in such organizations as the FarmerLabor Junior Association in Minnesota, the Youth Section of
the Washington Commonwealth Federation in Washington. And
by work, we mean help build these and similar groups, because
we want to help unite as many organizations as possible into this
united youth section of a national Farmer-Labor Party.
That, we say, can be done here and now. We don't promise
you pie in the sky. We don't paint false pictures of a rosy future
if you just support us. We say what you already know, that in
unity there is strength. Remember the story about the old man
who gave a bundle of sticks to his children and asked them t<>
split them in half? They couldn't do it, until one of the sons,.
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untied the bundle, and broke the sticks one by one. We say that
America's youth organizations must not be broken like those
sticks. They must stick together and that's why a Farmer-Labor
Party is so important for them.

Fairy Tales
You have heard all sorts of fairy tales about how the Communists stand for force, and terror, and violence. But you stopped
reading fairy tales a long time ago. And that's one reason why
Hearst's fairy tales and bogey men stories don't fool the American people any more.
But there are people who organize violence against the people
and are even now preparing the forcible destruction of all vestiges
of democracy. Look at how Hearst organizes the California
vigilantes against the marine and dock workers. Look at the murderous activities of the Black Legion. See how the Liberty League
barons systematically employ gas and bullets, nobles, private
<cops and all the rats of the underworld against union organization. And finally, observe the wholesale destruction of lives and
property which results from the wars instigated by the Morgans
and duPonts. Those are the men who utilize force and violence
as a regubr procedure in preserving their ill gotten gains. As for
the Communist Party, it is a legal American political organization.
The Communists are revolutionists. So were George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Samuel Adams, Tom Paine, Patrick Henry
and Nathan Hale.
Since when are Americans so afraid of revolution? Our country and our liberties were won through revolution. In 1861 Abe
Lincoln led our second revolution and in the civil war defeated
the power of the slave owners, thus freeing the chattel slaves. The
Negro people of this country have 'a record of long years of
struggle for freedom. We need only mention men like Frederick
Douglass, to show that the story of the Negro people is one of
<leep love of freedom and determination to fight for it.
Look at the Declaration of Independence. That document was
a product of our first revolution. It says:
12

"Whenever any form of government becomes destructive of
these ends (life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness), it is the
right of the people to alter or to (1Jbolish it and to institute a new
government, laying its foundations on such principles and organizi"ng its power in such forms, as to them shall seem most
likely to effect their safety and happiness. ... When a long train
of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object,
evinces a design to reduce them (the masses) under absolute
despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such
government and to provide new guards for their future security."
And we Americans are proud of this great document, which
boldly proclaims the right of revolution.
Together with the Communist Party, the Young Communist
League says that a new social order, a socialist society, is needed
to abolish for all time the danger of war, fascism and establish
real prosperity for all.
But recall what we said about the profiteers who shut their
factories when they can make no profits, about cotton ploughed
under and wheat destroyed while people are hungry and cold.
All this points to the faot that the American dream can be realized only by ·abolishing the profit system, only by ending the
exploitation of man hy man.
What is this Americ'an dream? Samuel Adams wrote a letter
to Thomas Jefferson during the days of our first revolution in
which he said:
"The proud oppressors over the earth shall be totally broken
down and those classes of men who have hitherto been the 1,ictims
of their rage and cruelty shall perpetually enjoy perfect peace
and salfety till time shall be no more."

You and I Will Own
That will be possible under a new social order. A society where
all the things which are used to produce the necessities and luxuries of life are owned by society. When the factories, mills,
mines and farms are owned and run by those who work them,
whose brains and muscles make the wheels go round, then 'and then
only will all poverty and suffering be forever removed. We say
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that when a majority of the people are won for that program, the
time will be ripe to set up such a socialist society.
Indeed, this American dream is not utopian. Over a vast part
of the globe a socialist society has already been established. In
the Soviet Union, "the proud oppressors" of that country have
already been "broken down." There the working men and women,
the farmers, and especiaUy the young generation have secured
what is their real heritage. They o'wn the factories and mines and
railroads. They produce not for a handful of wealthy men, but
for themselves. That is why there is no unemployment there.
That is why every young man and woman secures an education
and is actually paid for attending an institution of higher learning.
That is why the Soviet Union was able to proclaim 'a constitution which is a million times more democratic than that in any
other country of the world. Not only does this constitution provide for the fullest democracy in the popular election and control of officials, not only does it pwvide the most complete freedom of
speech, press, assemblage and the right to worship, but it places
the instruments necessary for the exercise of speech, press and
assemblage in the possession of the people. And it is the only
constitution which guarantees to every person a job; yes, it even
guarantees leisure and a vacation to every worker and farmer.
But we don't only point to the tremendous possibilities for
America under socialism. As we said before, the issue of jabs,
the menace of war and fascism, these things are real and terrifying right now. They demand an immediate answer. And that is
why we are so anxious to cement the unity of youth in the
struggle for their needs right now.
In joining the Young Communist League, you help build this
united movement of American youth for the American Youth
Act; you help build a Farmer-LaboT Party.
There isn't a young man or woman we know who doesn't
war,t to learn more than he or she knows right now. When you
join the Young Communist League you are joining a school.
But it's not a school with dry-as-dust text books and teachers.
It's a school where there are not only classes and study groups,
but also activity, which always speaks louder than words. You
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are partIcIpating in the great labor movement and that makes
the teaching doubly effective.
Do you want to know more about American history? Do
you want to know about Karl Marx, Frederick Engels and Lenin
and Stalin? These are the founders and leaders of socialist
thought. When you join the Young Communist League you will
learn their teachings and proof of the ultimate victory of the
working class.
You want friends. And even though you may have a lot of
friends, you want social life, good fellowship, and a spirit of fun
and cooperation among a group of fellows and girls. When you
join the Young Communist League you join a fellowship of lively
young men and women who know how to study, know how to
work 'and know how to play. All work and no play makes Jack
a dull boy. That is why the Y.C.L. provides ententainment, recreation, the kind of healthy sport and fun which every boy and girl
needs and enjoys.
You want a purpose in life. You're not a drifter. You don't
want to be like a straw which is cast into 'a fast moving current
and which moves only in the direction of that stream. You want
an aim, a goal in life. How could one enjoy life if there were
nothing to live for. Yes, a life with a purpose, that's what you
and every young person wants. When you join the Young Communist League your life will have both meaning and purpose.
You become a part of a great, world-wide movement which has
as its aim a better life for all.
Help yourself to a decent present and a future of hope.
Ioin the Young Communist League!
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