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PREFACE
Communism is a science. To know how to represent and to defend the interests of the working class
at any given time and under any given circumstances
one must be able to analyze the current class forces.
To be able to analyze these class forces correctly one
must know the motive power of these forces.
What are classes?
What is the relationship of
classes to each other?
What determines this relationship? How and why does this relationship change?
What can we do to change it?
One must be able to answer these questions as a
prerequisite for the working out of correct strategy
and tactics in the struggles of the militant working
class. One can answer them only with the help of
the science of Marxism-Leninism. A militant worker,
therefore, one who wants to help in organizing and
leading his class in its stntggle for emancipation, must
master the fundamentals of the science of MarxismLeninism.
This pamphlet, The Fundamentals of Communism J is arranged to sen'c the purpose of conveying
an elementary knowledge of the fundamentals of
l\tfarxism-Leninism to its readers. It does not want to
be merely an educational essay. It intends to he a
fighting pamphlet. It purposes to sharpen the weapons
3
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of the American working class in their struggle
against the exploiters. It aims at supplying the leaders
and members of all militant workers' organizations
in America with a better understanding of their problems and their duties. It endeavors to convey a fundamental understanding of the conditions under
which the American workers have to fight out their
struggle for emancipation.
COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE

U. S. A.

Section of the Communist In'ternational

•
I

CAPITALISM AND COMMUNISM
A. The Contrast Between the Capitalist and the
Communist Systems of Production

The contrast between capitalism and Communism
is the outstanding contrast prevailing in the world
today. All other contradictions and differences among
human beings (differences of language, race, religion, nationality, etc.) are far subordinated.
Capitalism is that economic order and that social
order, in which

1. All the essential means of production (land,
factories, machines, raw materials, etc.) are the
private property (capital) of a small number of
persons, the monopoly (being theirs alone to dispose of) of the capitalist class.
2. The proletarians, i. e., those who are propertyless in respect to these means of production, and
who, to get their means of livelihood, must sell
their labor power to the capitalists and are thus
wage-workers.
5
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3. Products are produced as commodities (comm0dity production), for the market and not as
necessities to satisfy needs. They are produced
without knowledge on the part of the commodity
sellers (capitalists) of the status and stability of the
competitive conditions, that is, without knowledge
of the size of the total supply and of the total demand, and are therefore produced planlessly ("anarchically") .
4. The production of the capitalists is conducted
only with a view to the profit which they hope to
obtain in the process. That only is produced which
appears profitable to the capitalists, (Profit economy) . The needs of the masses are totaHy disregarded. Only the ability to pay for necessities
counts for anything. And most of the time the
need is greatest there where the ability to pay is the
smallest.
Communism is that economic order and that order of
society in which

1. all the essential means of production are the
common property (Communist property) of society.
2. All members of society divide among them-
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selves and accomplish the work necessary for society with a view to the highest possible productivity (social, "collective" labor); and the greatest
possible ahility to satisfy all needs.
3. Production is carried on according to an economic plan for the pre-determined needs of society
(economy for use, social production for use).
4. The total product passes to the Communist possession of society for the carrying out of all social
tasks and for the greatest possible welfare of every
member of the society.
Capitalism is a system full of internal contradictions,
destined to destruction, for it contains within itself:

1. The class antagonism of the possessing and
the non-possessing classes.
2. The exploitation and the misery of the nOllpossessing classes, which misery forces them to sell
the only commodity they can sell to make a living,
their labor power, and the appropriation of all the
_ advantages of the development of the productive
capacity of this labor power, the appropriation of
the increase of social wealth,-by the capitalists.
3. The inevitable increase and sharpening of the
antagonisms and contradictions as long as the capitalist system lasts (increase of economic cxploita-

8
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tion, political oppression, cultural backwardness of
the masses, handicaps in the further development
of productivity, growth of intensity of crises and
of the danger of war).
B. The Essence of Capitalist Exploitation

I. The proletarian has for sale only his labor
power; he must sell this to the capitalist under penalty of starvation; if the capitalist refuses to buy
this labor power, because of overproduction, or because of blacklist against the worker, or because of
the worker's age or physical condition, even his
willingness to sell his labor power does not save
the worker from starvation.
2. The value of the labor power (wages) is in
the last analysis determined by the cost of production-or rather the cost of reproduction-of the
labor power used up during the labor process. This
amount which the worker needs to live, in its average, social, class limits, is an elastic quantity and is
constantly being lowered by the growing misery of
the masses.
3. The value of the product of labor power
(the daily output of the worker), because of the increase in productivity and intensity of labor, is
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growing constantly greater than the daily needs of
the worker, is growing constantly greater than the
value of the labor power paid to him as wages.
4. The worker thus reproduces in the labor
process the value of his labor power and creates
over and above this, "surplus value" (profit). This
surplus value is appropriated by the capitalist, who
realizes it with the sale of the commodity produced by the worker. For, if we disregard certain
irregularities (modifications), the price ("value")
of the commodity is composed of:
a) The value. of the means of production
(tools, machinery, factory, buildings, etc.) used
up in the production process;
b) the value which the producing worker
has created to replace his wages;
c) the value which the producing worker has
created over and above this ("surplus value").
5. The capitalist incessantly seeks to increase the
surpl us value still further (increase in exploitation
by means of capitalist rationalization).
a) by lengthening of the. working day;
b) by increase in the'productivity and increase
i~ the intensity of labor;

10
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c) by direct cheating of the worker in payment of wages through paying him even less
than the value of his labor power;
d) by monopolist usury against the buyer of
the commodities, forcing him to buy the commodity at a price above its value (monopoly
price).
All these methods lead to the constant worsening
of the position of the working class (absolute Impoverishment) •
C. The State and Revolution

Capitalist society has anchored and fortified itself
in the capitalist State.
The bourgeois State-a republic not less than a
monarchy-is the instrument of the rule of the possessing class (apparatus for the political suppression of
the proletariat).
But this dictatorship of the capitalist class is veiled
by means of the State form of bourgeois democracy.
Bourgeois democracy is a deception of the toiling
masses, for it can give no political freedom or equality without abolition of the economic class antagonisms and of exploitation. "The more the class antagonisms sharpen, the more is the democratic form of
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rule replaced by open fascist methods of force. The
rule remains the same-that of the capitalist class.
But the methods of rule used by the capitalist class
change from democratic to fascist.
Capitalism, therefore, can be liquidated only after
the overthrow of the capitalist State, that is, by means
of the capture of the political power by the proletariat,
by the setting up of the dictatorship of the proletariat
(the political revolution). The politically ruling proletariat can abolish capitalist private property at one
blow, and step by step, can build up Communist planned economy (the economic revolution).
To the Communist order of economy there will
correspond a cuhural transformation. As a capitalist
culture arose over capitalist society, which confronts
us in all fields of public life, in science, art, etc.,
so Communist society also will bring with it a Communist culture ("the cultural revolution").
The goal of Communism (that is, of the Communist
movement), is, therefore;

1. the proletarian revolution: capture of the
political power, overthrow of the capitalist State,
setting up of the proletarian dictatorship.
2. Then, following the socialist construction,

12
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prepared by the development of machinery, big
factories, trusts, and cooperatives under capitalism,
carried out as a rule by a necessary transition period
of "war communism," as the first stage (New
Economic Policy) on the basis of the proletarian
State. The outstanding measures of this stage are
socialization of the most important branches of industry, which already possessed the characteristics
of big factory production, and the gathering together of the small factories and shops into cooperatives by retaining certain of the market relationships and forms of trade (money, wages, etc.)
Then follows the second stage: "complete communism" as a world-wide, planned, Communist
system of. economy.

FUNDAMENTALS OF COMMUNISM

READING REFERENCE
Section A
Marx and Engels: Communist Manifesto.
Engels: Fundamentals of Communism.
Section B
Marx: Wage, Labor and Capital.
Marx: Value, Price and Pro fit.
Sections C
Lenin: State and Revolution.
Program of the Communist International.

NOTES

13

II
Imperialism, War and the Soviet
Union
A. The Chief Characteristic of Imperialism
The present epoch of capitalism is that of imperialism. It differs from the capitalism of free competition

by:

1. The development of ever more gigantic monopolie\>, that is the union (trade combinations), or
fusion (mergers) of enterprises (trusts).
The economic benefits of monopolies for the capitalists participating in them, lie in the fact that competition among them is to a certain extent done away
with. In this way they can keep up extortionate monopoly prices, although by means of far-going capitalist rationalization, they have increased productivity and
lowered the costs of production.
2. The ever more intimate fusion of industrial
and banking capital and the resulting rule of
"finance capital," the need for monopolist rule of
the market, (by way of competition either drive
weaker enterprises out of business or absorb them)
the concentration (fusion) of giant enterprises re14
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quire a tremendous storing up of capital (accumulation of capital), which in part can be squeezed
out of the workers of the enterprise in question, and
in part can be absorbed by way of credit from the
capital of other capitalists which is temporarily lying idle, and is gathered into the banks. Finance
capital to an increasing extent rules not only over
politics, but also decides upon the personnel in political posts-which it fills with its representatives
(financial oligarchy).
3. To an increasing extent, the capital accumulated in the old powerful capitalist states migrates
to the places with the highest rate of profit (relation of the profit to the total capital advanced).
And these are especially the colonies ( cheapest
workers and cheap raw materials). Thus, besides
the export of commodities, there is an increasing
export of capital.
4. The desire to make secure the capital thus invested and the enterprises thus started "abroad,"
and also the urge to skim off the cream by way of
monopoly leads to the effort to "make safe" the
exploited territory and to shut out competition by
capitalist groups from other countries by force of
arms. But since the end of the 19th century, the
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world has been divided among the imperialist robbers. No more new and unattached"territories exist. Any urge for territorial expansion, therefore,
has only the way of encroachment upon the territories of competitor capitalist powers. As a result
there is a sharpening struggle for the re-division of
the world. The re-division of 1918, achieved by
the treaties of Versailles, etc., has already been outrun by developments. Once more arises the question of a re-division of the world. Therefore the
gigantic growth of militarism, of war armaments.
5. Monopoly capitalism increases the position of
power of capital and the pressure of the imperialist
State upon the proletariat; therefore the intensified
offensive of capital against the few gains of the
wage-workers. In this, capitalism is supported by
the social-fascist and fascist trade union bureaucracy. On the other hand, there awakens once
more to life within the proletariat the will to energetic defense and to offensive for the improvement
of its living conditions.
B. What Does Imperialism Mean for the World?

1. Sharpening of the class antagonisms between
capital and labor. Sharpening of the class antagon-
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isms of course is a continued and fundamental
manifestation of capitalism under all conditions.
But under imperialism, we have:
a) murderous straining of labor power ( increase in intensity) by increased capitalist rationalization (and, indeed, "rationalization" not so
much by technical improvements than by speeding up of the movements of the worker by
means of conveyors, etc.);
b) a hitherto unparalleled extension of mass
unemployment (already leading to an absolute
decrease of the number of employed with a
parallel increase of production);
c) the spreading of an absolute impoverishment (that is, a lowering in the living standard
of the proletariat and not only a relative falling
back of wages in comparison with the more
quickIy increasing profit).
2. Sharpening of the antagonisms between the
groups of capitalists of the various countries, and
therefore between the capitalist States themselves.
The replacement of the competition of individual
capitalists by the struggle of powerful trusts of monopoly capitalism does not mean the weakening, but on

18
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the contrary, the most extreme sharpening of the competitive struggle; the furious increase in production
demands an increased market; industrialization abroad
narrows down the market and in its turn demands
new markets; there are struggles for raw. materials,
there are struggles for profitable places for the investment of capital.
All this leads from competition of commodities to
competition of arms, that is, to world war.
3. Sharpening of the antagonisms between the
capitalist mother countries and the colonies. The
birth of movements for national liberation, in which
the proletariat, supporting the peasant masses in the
carrying out of the agrarian revolution, attains
more and more the leading role.
4. The basic antagonism of our epoch, the antagonism of world imperialism to proletarian Russia, to the Soviet Union.
World cap,italism must ever more determinedly form
its front against the Soviet Union.

a) The Soviet Union covers a sixth of the
earth, approximately three times as big as the
United States, and therefore a considerable
breach in capitalist world economy, (in respect
to. the acquisition of raw materials, the sale of
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commodities, the investment of capital and capitalist exploitation, against which the Soviet Union
protects itself by State monopoly of the foreign
trade ).
b) The Soviet Union is an inspiring example
f or the proletarian revolution in the rest of, the
world. The Five-Plan of Socialist Construction
shows the powerful achievements of the victorious
proletariat and the vast superiority of Socialist to
capitalist economy.
c) The Soviet Union is an inspiring example
for the national self-determination of the oppressed peoples.
d) Defeat of the Soviet Union would be the
most severe blow for all the Communist movements in the capitalist countries.
Thus a new world war is in sight, and one which
in its reactionary character and in the extent of its
armaments and technique of destruction, will be much
worse than that of 1914.

20
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III

The Class Struggle of the Proletariat
A. The Weapons of the Proletariat
The weapons of the proletariat in its class struggle
against bourgeois society (the capitalist class) are:

1. Its numbers (the fact that the exploited and
oppressed proletariat represent the broadest masses
of the people). The Communist Manifesto said:
"The proletarian movement is the self-conscious,
independent movement of the overwhelming majority in the interests of the overwhelming majority.
This was said in 1847, and how much more is
this true today. We witness a constant increase of
the proletariat by the proletarianization of the farmers and of the middle strata, and by the drawing into the process of production of women and young
workers.
2. Its economic indispensability rests the entire
production under capitalism upon the productive labor of the proletariat. If it could be said of the pro. letariat of ancient times that it lived off "society,"
21
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the whole of modern society today, on the contrary,
lives off the proletariat.
But both these factors can be made effective for the
liberation of the proletariat only if there is present:
3. Its revolutionary class consciousness .in the
highest form: the theory and practice of MarxismLeninism.
"Communism is the teaching of the conditions for
the liberation of the proletariat."
"Without a revolutionary theory, there can be no
revolutionary movement." (Lenin, 1902, The Iskra
Period, Vol. II, Page 110). "Leninism is the Marxism of the epoch of imperialism and of the proletarian
revolution." (Stalin, Problems of Leninism.)
4. Its revolutionary mass organization (the
Communist Party), built up, disciplined, and acting
in the spirit of Bolshevism.
To these four weapons, which must be held by the
proletariat of every capitalist country, is added:
5. The conquest of power by the proletariat and
the socialist construction in the Soviet Union (in a
sixth of the world). A tremendous spur and a
powerful base of support for the proletariat of the
rest of the world!
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B. Class Struggle and Reformism
The proletarian class struggle leads to the awa),ening of class consciousness. The awakening of the
proletarian class consciousness begins:

I. With the breaking away organjzationally
f rom the bourgeois organizations, with the breaking
away from bourgeois leadership and with the founding of its own proletarian organizations. Thus there
gradually make their appearance:
a) Workers' organizations for definite cultural and self educational purposes. These were,
in many instances, the forerunners of
b) economic organizations of workers, trade
unions, etc. (Printers organized and struck first
in 1827 in Philadelphia).
c) Political workers' Parties. As far back as
1830 efforts were made to form a workingmen's Party, composed "only of those who live
by their own labor" and aiming at "a state of
things in which there shall be but one class." The
beginnings of the Socialist movement in America date back to efforts of members of the First
International.
2. With the breaking away ideologically from

24

FUNDAMENTALS OF COMMUNISM

the petty-bourgeois mode of thought ("reformism") and the acquisition of the proletarian-revolutionary science of Marxism-Leninism.
But these processes of the organizational and ideological coming-of-age of the proletariat do not take
place parallel. Into the nascent labor movement, petty
bourgeois elements were, naturally, drawn along,
bringing with them their petty-bourgeois conceptions.
Thus we find especially within the American labor
movement, how the bourgeois influences strove to prevent the workers' organizations, and primarily the labor unions, from developing in its members a proletarian (that is a revolutionary) ideology. Even within the Socialist Party in America did this bourgeois
ideology maintain and manifest itself as reformism until that Party landed with all its feet again in the
-camp of the capitalist class. Like developments took
place in the process of awakening of the. working
class of all countries.
Thus Marx and Engels were already fighting
spiritedly against the "petty-bourgeois' socialism," as
contrasted with proletarian socialism.
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Reformism preaches that:

1. Social evils are essentially curable within the
confines of the capitalist system.
2. The raising of the level of the proletariat is
accomplished by means of trade union, cooperative,
social reform and democracy.
3. In this way, the capitalist State grows, by a
process of peaceful development into the socialist
people's State.
Revolutionary Marxism, on the contrary, emphasizes:

1. The inevitable sharpening of the class antagonisms under capitalism. All the gains of the proletariat, insofar as these can at all be gotten by the
most energetic conduct of the class struggle, do not
halt the process of impoverishment of the proletariat.
2. Therefore the goal of the labor movement
must be: the "abolition" of the proletariat, that is,
the liquidation of the capitalist system of wagelabor itself.
3. The prerequisite for this is the proletarian revolution, the setting up of the dictatorship of the
proletariat.
.
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This Gld contradiction between the basic apprGach of
reformist and revolutiGnist in the labGr movement has
been tremendously sharpened since the wGrld war.

1. The complete abandonment of its internationalism and its class-struggle ideology by the Socialist Party during and after the war had as a result that this Party, soaked through and through
with reformism, had to encounter a new, really
revolutionary, really Marxist Workers' Party (the
Communist Party).
2. The Socialist Party on the other hand joined
hands more and more with the bourgeoisie. In 1919
and 1920 it still tried to hide its complete change
of front with expressions of sympathy for the Russian Revolution and with a conditional "acceptance" of the 21 conditions of membership in the
Communist International.
Since then, however, the Socialist Party has openly
become a most active force in the bourgeois ranks for
the struggle against the Soviet Union.
3. With the raising of present day "Democracy,"
(the last form of bourgeois rule, Frederick Engels
called it in a letter to Bernstein) therefore bour-
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geois democracy, into an invailable principle the Socialist Party has openly made itself a defender of
bourgeois rule against the proletarian revolution.
4. The Socialist Party carries through this principle of defense of bourgeois rule to the point of
splitting all labor organizations under its influence,
by driving from their ranks all proletarian revolutionary elements (Needle trades, Workmen's Circle, etc.)
5. The Socialist Party has allied itself with the
outright bourgeois fascist elements in the trade
unions, Green, W 011, etc. to turn these economic
organizations for the defense of workers' interests
against the capitalists, into organizations of the defense of ~capitalist interests against the workers.
How was possible this betrayal of principles and this
change of front, unparalleled in the history of all political parties?

1. Through the rapid trustification of American
capital in the first decade of the twentieth century,
the petty bourgeoisie (petty shop keepers, petty merchants, etc.) was pressed to the wall and lost its confidence in the political leadership of big capital. The
programmatical formulations of the reformist ele-
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ments in the Socialist Party presented them with an
acceptable program of opposition to the rule of the
big bourgeoisie. So they flocked into the Socialist
Party and strengthened the reformist wing.
2. A growing corruption of an upper stratum of
the working class (the "labor aristocracy") by bribes
and wage increases-tips which monopoly capitalism pays out of its monopoly profits to their willing
lackeys.
Thus was completed the"bourgeoisification" of the
Socialist Party, and thus is explained the development
in the Socialist Party from "naive" social-reformism to
conscious, subtle social fascism, and the state of that
portion of the labor movement over which it has spiritual control. Such social-fascism knows only three main
tasks:

1. To be an agreeable and a zealous guard of
capital. (How the Socialist Party of America succeeded in this is attested by the "honorable mention"
which the Fish Committee accorded to it).
2. To play the role of hangman of Communism,
and above all of the Soviet Union.
3. To achieve recognition of the bourgeoisie as
its official "Third Party" so that it may cover up
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with its reformist phraseology the rapid fascization
of the American capitalist government.
The so-called "left" in the Socialist Party has the
official mission to cover up these main tasks of the
Party and to secure adherence to it of the few proletarian elements remaining in the ranks of its adherents.
C. The Tasks of the Communists in the Class
Struggle

1. The Communists, as the most advanced and
most class conscious section of the working class,
have the task of preparing all the struggles of the
exploited, of organizing and leading these struggles.
To achieve this end it is first of all necessary to
band together all the Party members working in
one factory, into a factory nucleus, in order to secure the unified and consistent action of all Communists among the workers on every question.
2. The Communists must link up their leadership of the daily struggles, their representation of
the daily interests of the workers, with the revolutionary propaganda of our final aim; they must
point out on the basis of practical experiences the
impossibility of solving the problems of the working
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class within the capitalist system, they must show in
connection with every problem the irreconcilable
antagonism of the proletariat towards the whole of
capitalist society, toward the capitalist State and they
must raise the daily economic struggles to the level
of political struggles (political mass strike).
3. In all economic and cultural mass organizations of the proletariat (trade unions, cooperatives,
workers' benefit and benevolent societies, sport, etc.),
the Communists must unite in fractions. These are
the transmitting organs of the Party. They must
unconditionally represent the point of view of the
Party on all questions against the bureaucracy, they
must organize mass resistance to expulsion and splitting measures. Work in these organizations is the
duty of Communists, because here, a mass of as yet
undeveloped, unclear proletarians can be awakened
to class consciousness, can be drawn away from bourgeois and social fascist influence and recruited into the
proletarian class front. In the sympathetic organizations, likewise, the Communists function as deputies
of the Party. Party decisions take precedence over
all other decisions.

FUNDAMENTALS OF COMMUNISM

31

D. Attitude of the Communists to War

1. Complete Communism will know no more
war. A real, assured people's peace is possible only
under Communism.
But this goal cannot be
reached by peaceful, "pacifist" means; on the contrary, it can be reached only by civil war against the
bourgeoisie.
In the capitalist world of today, the revolutionary
proletariat supports
a) The War of defense of the proletarian
State against the imperialist State. (Every war
of the Soviet Union, is a war of defense, even if
it is conducted with offensive means, as, for instance, the conflict in Manchuria.)
b) The revolutionary wars of liberation of the
oppressed colonial peoples.
c) The revolutionary civil war against capitalism.
Communist Anti-War Work

1. Systematic exposure and stigmatizing of all
capitalist armaments, war-pacts and war preparations, and especially the defense of the Soviet Union
against the league of the imperialists.
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2. Organization of the revolutionary proletarian
united front in the factories against imperialist war
( anti-war committees).
3. Showing up of the illusions and of the deceptive character of bourgeois and social-democratic
pacifism: The League of Nations and the Kellogg
Pact as instruments for war preparations against
the Soviet Union. Anti-militarist propaganda.
4. Explanation of the necessity of transforming
the imperialist war into a civil war against the bourgeoisie. The class struggle for immediate demands
of the proletariat is at the same time the best preparation of the political mass struggle for the overthrow of the bourgeoisie, which is the only method
of preventing the imperialist war.
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IV
Our Party
A. The Development of the Communist Work

With the entrance into the Communist Party, a
worker has enrolled himself in the ranks of the fighters for Communism from Marx, Engels, Karl Liebknecht, Rosa Luxemburg, Lenin, Ruthenberg, to those
many thousands who, throughout the world, have died
a heroic death for the revolutionary liberation of the
proletariat, or are kept prisoners in the jails of the
bourgeoisie.
The Communist Party of America, founded in
September, 1919, is a section of the Communist International, which was founded in March, 1919, in
Moscow, under the leadership of Lenin.
As against the word "socialism," which has been
soiled by the parlor and the government socialists, we
call ourselves the Communist International, in order
to bring forward once more, the old word, which
Marx and Engels used-"Communism," and in order
to distinguish ourselves clearly from the Second ("socialist") International of the reformist social democracy.
We must consider as the forerunner of all inter34
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national movements,. the Communist League, into
which the "League of the Just," founded in 1836 in
Paris by German refugees and hand-workers, transformed itself in London in 18+7. It was for this
Communist League that Marx and Engels wrote the
Communist Manifesto. The League came to an end
in 1857 in the period of fearful political reaction
after the defeat of the 1848 revolution.
The First International (186+-76) was the International Workingmen's Association, founded in London and led by Marx. It was the attempt to gather together the various types of socialism and of the radical
labor movement on an international scale, and to unite
them on the path of revolutionary class struggle.
The Second International (founded in 1889 in
Paris) united loosely the social-democratic national
Parties and trade unions which had arisen during that
period, but it did not understand how to protect the
Parties belonging to it from the poison of reformism
and patriotism. (Hence its collapse in 1914).
The Third International (since 1919) is a firm, disciplined world Communist Party, with the aim of the
world proletarian revolution and of a world union of
Soviet Republics and a world Communist society. At
its Sixth Congress (1928), the Third International
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adopted its Communist Program. Also) for all important fields of activity of the Communist movement)
there are detailed international directives.
The American Labor movement produced very
early (in the first half of the 19th century) political
activities with workingmen Parties. But the rapid
development of capitalism under most favorable conditions (vast untouched natural resources) no old traditions and forms, the frontier) helped capitalism to
anchor deeply in the minds of the working masses
its bourgeois and its democratic illusions. Although
the conditions under which these illusions grew, disappeared, yet the illusions lingered on. The Socialist
movement itself clung to abstractions where it endeavored to be revolutionary, and fell into the swamp of
reformism where it endeavored to become "realistic."
However, the rapid sharpening of the class antagonisms in the first part of the 20th century, and the
complete bourgeoisification of the Socialist Party led
to the crystallization of a genuine revolutionary advance guard of the working class which formed itself
in September, 1919) into the Communist Party.

B. The Tasks of the Party
1. The Party must function as the head) ~ the
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political leader, of the working class (as the advance guard of the class), and against all the partial and group interests it must carry out the revolutionary aim, the interests of the exploited as a
whole.
2. The Party, which embraces within its tanks
only the most advanced portion of the class, and
thus a minority, must mobilize the majority of the
class, its most determined section, for the class
struggle; it must organize this majority (not in the
Party but in united front bodies arising out of the
class struggle, the strike committees, the committees of action, the workers' councils, etc.), and
educate them for the struggle for power.
3. The Party must create for the class actions,
a proletarian united front against the bourgeoisie
and social-fascism, and to this end it must function
within the proletarian mass organizations. The
Party is the highest form of class organization. It
does not stand on the same level as the trade unions,
the cooperatives, etc.; it is over and above all the
mass organizations, since it represents not partial or
group interests of workers but their complete class
interests and since it embraces in its ranks the most

38

FUNDAMENTALS OF COMMUNISM

active, most advanced workers; it embodies and
guarantees the unity of revolutionary class will and
class action, and it is therefore capable of taking
over the leadership of the proletariat in all mass
organizations and of preventing the bourgeoisification of the mass organizations, and of really placing them at the service of the revolution.

4-. The Party m'ust mobilize the poor share croppers, tenant farmers, and the strata of the exploited small farmers as well as the petty bourgeoisie for struggle against finance capital; it must
win over from their ranks as large a number of
sympathizers as possible; in this way the Party must
create a class union between workers, poor f armers and all other exploited and toiling masses under
the hegemony (leadership) of the working class.
5. The Party, while it lends itself in the most
active way to the daily needs and the immediate
demands of the proletarian masses (of the employed and the unemployed) must clarify and elevate their revolutionary consciousness. It must set
up before the eyes of these masses and create in
them an understanding for its revolutionary goal,
the setting up of the proletarian dictatorship; it
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must raise the economic struggles for political
power (mass strikes and uprisings).
6. The Party in closest contact with the revolutionary brother Parties abroad, must advance international action against imperialism, in order to further the world revolution.
7. The Party must mobilize the working masses
as an invincible protective barrier against all attacks
upon the Soviet Union.
C. What Does Membership in the Communist
Party Mean?

1. Active work for the demands and aims of the
Communist International in all circumstances, at
the place of work, in the trade union, everywhere
where the proletariat gathers. Passive members, who
merely pay their dues and vote at elections, are not
revolutionists and have no room in the Party. A
Communist, a Party member must be an active rev.olutionist (that is one actively engaged in the revolutionary tasks. of the overthrow of bourgeois rule.)
Every Communist must be ready to take upon himself the function which the organization entrusts to
him, according to his abilities and according to the
need of the hour.
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2. The most important sphere of activity of the
Communist is his place of work, the factory.
Therefore the banding together of the members into the factory nucleus.
Connection
with the comrades in the factory is maintained by
the local Party leadership. If no nucleus exists as
yet, all efforts must be made by individual Party
members inside and from the outside to create a
nucleus. All the actions of the Party (including
elections) must be supported with the most intense
Party activities in the factory. The workers in
the factories, especially in the big factories, must
be won by the Party members for acceptance of
Communist leadership. The path to this end is
revolu'tionary action. After we have once won the
confidence of the workers we must keep it by never
tiring struggle for the workers' interest, by organizing them into effective factory organizations for
the defense of their interests. Through the organization of continually functioning workers correspondents, the press of the Communist Party
must be made the mouthpiece of the workers for
their grievances. Through shop papers the factory
nucleus of the Party must help to transform the
daily economic grievances of the workers into po-
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litical understanding (into CL15S consciousness).
3. The second most important field of activity
are the mass organizations, above all the trade
unions. Every Communist must be a member of
his revolutionary union. If there is no revolutionary union in his industry he must be a member of
his trade union, not in order to feed the bureaucrats with his money, but in order that as a member of the Communist fraction and of the revolutionary opposition he can support the fight for the
capture of the masses.
4. No revolutionary organization without revolutionary discipline. Discipline means systematic
carrying out of all decisions, even those which do
not suit the individual, and which he considers incorrect. According to the fundamental principles
of democratic centralism, all leading bodies are
elected directly or indirectly by the membership,
from the bottom to the top; but then, all the decisions of the higher bodies are binding for all the
lower bodies (the final decision rests with the World
Congress and the ECCI, that is, the Executive
Committee of the Communist International in
Moscow.)
5. The Communist must be constantly on guard
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against the penetration of bourgeois and socialdemocratic influences into the ranks of the Party.
The constant, merciless struggle against all opportunism in our own ranks, increase the fighting
power of the Party in the struggle against reformism and social-fascism in the ranks of the proletariat. Only thru this struggle can the unity of
the Party and the complete unanimity of the Party
in all actions, be assured. Without a completely
unified, leading Party, the proletariat cannot successf ully prepare and victoriously carry through its
revolution.
6. One is a Communist not only in public, but
also in the family. One must draw one's wife,
one's children, into political life and into the revolutionary organization (the Party, the Young Communist League, Pioneers, etc.) Otherwise one does
not merely fail to draw proletarians into the class
struggle, but the bourgeois family hinders the Party
members in revolutionary work.
7. We cannot win the workers for Communism,
we cannot beat reformism and fascism, without
political knowledge. The Communist must educate himself constantly, must subscribe to the Daily
Worker and other Communist papers; he must read
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the Communist literature (magazines: the Communist, the Party Organizer, Labor Unity,
etc.) One person alone cannot buy all the literature; therefore, build nucle us libraries and workers
club libraries. To the study of Marxism-Leninism
belongs self-education as well as attendance of
Party schools and of lectures.
8. Proletarian willingness to sacrifice. This consists not only in paying dues regularly, or in contributing to collections, but in being ready at all
times to place one's life at the disposal of the cause
of the proletariat. Employers and social-fascists
want to clean out the Communists from the factories. In order to prevent this, there is needed not
hiding and retreat, but skilled work, close contact
with the masses by energetic representation of their
interests. A Party member who hides his revolutionary principles so successf ully that not only the
boss but even the work~rs in the factory never find
out is no Communist. But a Party member who represents and fights for the interests of the workers
in the shop will find these workers willing to fight
for him. The capitalists want to suppress the
Communist Party because it is the only power
defending the proletariat against economic im-
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poverishment, and a growing f ascization of
the government. Every Communist must be determined to carryon his or her revolutionary work
in spite of all police persecutions.
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