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Printep 1N THE UnNtoN oF Sovier SociaLisT REPUBLICS

O LD Russia was primarily a country of
small-scale peasant agriculture. The great
mass of the peasants held tiny plots of land
while hundreds of millions of acres of the
best land belonged to the royal family, the
church, the nobility, and the kulaks, who
exploited the poverty of the peasants to
cultivate their estates. The only agricul-

. tural implements available to the peasants

were primitive wooden plows and harrows
that did little more than scratch the soil.
Peasant farming before the Revolution

~was a constant struggle for meager harvests,

under the threat of drought and famine.
Agriculture in the Soviet Union presents
a totally different picture. The peasants
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