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pluutml i aks gunl-.'nn. Doxens of splendid
statucs, vases and rippling fountains adorn
ite spacious grounds. Cozy summer houses,
grottoes and bandstands are dotted hers
and there near the shady avenues and on
the banks of its ponds. A wide embankment
strelches along the Mogcow Hiver, the
banks of which are clothed in granite.

Prior to the revolution Moscow had no
maoilern |'r|l|l|ir. ]rnrkﬂ ar gurr.ltnﬁ. The Central
Park of Culture and Rest was laid out
at the beginning of the First Five-Year
Plan period.

The workers of the Moscow [actories
amd mills took the initiative in founding
the Park. Tens of thousande of Moscovites
participated in the work of laying out the
grounds and in the construction of the
various park buildings, The hest architects,
horticulturists and artists designed  the
decorations for the Park.

The fondness of the Moscow I"'“I"]“ for
the Park they have helped to ereate and
its popularity throughout the whole of
the Soviet Union are to be explained not

OSCOW, the capital of the Soviet
Union, can well be prnull aof its
Central Park of Culture and
Rest. This park, named in honor of the
Great  Russian  writer, Maxim Guorky,
gtretches for four and a half miles along
the right bank of the Moscow River.
E‘i‘:‘r}r da}' from uixl‘,_'_r Lo 2evienly thousamnid
pr.np]r_- wisit its grmlnd!i, restaurants, cafes,
theaters and other pllmml of reereation and
amusement., On free &n}rs and holidays the
number of vigitors inereases to 250,000 and
even 300,000,
The f;nrk}r Park of Culture and Hest has
become a favorite place for rest and ram-
bles. Each year two million flowers are
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rings, rings for wrestling and acrobatics,
i]mu’l.ing [,rullr.rin#.. croquet andd huwiins
courses, shuoffle boards, ete.—all of these
are at the disposal of the visitors,

In the winter the central lawns and
avenues of the Park form an  exeellent
skating rink with an iee surface of 100,000
square meters, About 20,000 people skate
here every day. Several skiing stations
cater to skiing fons, and there are also
slopes for ski jumping—{rom nursery slopes
for beginners to steep fifty-meter inclines
for the trained and experienced sportsman,

Visitors to the Park can engage in all
the available forms of sperts under the
guidance of experienced instructors, Thous-
ands of people have learned to skate, ski,
swim anid row in the Central Park of
Culture and Rest. The best sportsmen of
Moseow and of the Soviet Union regularly
appear in econtests held in the Park, which
is also the scene of international sport
tournaments.,

Through the medium of its six theaters,
its circus, cinemn theaters and a score

L.

somuch by the natural beauty of its grounds
as by the wide choice of facilities for
interesting, cultured recreation that it
provides to millions of people.

One of the distinguishing features of
the Gorky Park of Culture and Rest is
that it combines rest in picturesque sur-
roundings with wholesome, rational recrea-
tion. The numerous visitors who throng
the Park have a wide choice of varied
forns of recreation and amusement——concerts
of light music, symphony concerts, all
sorts of sports, choir circles and opera
performances, popular lectures and talks
on science, art, literature, technology, ete.

Enclosures for sun bathing and shower
baths have been built on the Park’s spacious
grounds. Today the Park has more sports
grounds than there were in the whole of
Moscow twenly wyears ago. Thousands of
young men and women come here to play
volley ball, basket ball, tennis and other
outdoor games. Specially equipped grounds
for light athletics and gymnastics, water
gpurts Facilities, a small stadiam, boxing

of 20 of bandstands (or its many orchestras,
the Park aequaints it wvisitors with the
best productions of classical and eontempor-
ary art and musie as well as with the art
and music of the peoples of the U.5.5 R,
Leading theatrical companies from all over
the Soviet Union perform on the Park's
indoor and open-air atages. Eighteen theas
ters performed in the Park during the sum-
mer of 1938, The Green Theater of the
Gorky Central Park of Culture and Rest
is the largest open-air theater in the country.
Magnificent mass performances in which
thousands of people participate are staged
here before andiences of 20,000, The Bolshoi
Theater of the U.5.5.R., which has been
awarded the Order of Lenin for its out-
atum!iﬂg mirits, prescnts ite hest operas
and ballets here every year. During the
performance of Carmen, the huge stage of
the Greem Theater represemted a replica
of the square in Seville and an arena for
bull fighting., About 200,000 people saw
the picturesque ballet, The Caucasion Pri-
soner, presented by the Bolshoi Theater.
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One of the most interesting aspects of
the Park’s activities is the dnvofupmnnl‘.
of amateur art. Every evening directors
of amateur art activities organize impromp-
tu choruses among the visitors of the Park
and coach them in new songs. Thousands
of peopls come to the Park to dance, or
to learn folk dancing, musie, or drawing,
The various competitions and contests in
recitation, lln:ul.“'ing and music ﬂl‘Eulli:?.l‘H']
in the Park attract hundreds of partici-
pante. The best amateur art circles pgive
daily performances and concerts in the
Park’s theaters.

The Soviet people display o keen intercst
in all branches of seience and knowledge.
The Park’s special lecture rooms, reference
and consultation rooms and laboratories
provide its wisitors with every facility
for nnr'uiring puplllnr knowledge on recent
developments in the sphere of science,
technology and literature, Prominent scien-
tists, professors amd academicians deliver
lectures and demonstrate their work and
experiments to Park audiences. In addition
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to attending lectures, viewing exhibitions,
films on technology, ete., visitors to the
Park are given the opportunity of carrying
oul  varioos r'ximrillirlltﬁ, of studying now
technical equipment and applied technology

' under the goidance of skilled instroctors.
From tem to twelve exhibitions dealing
with vartous ranches of science and technol-

' ogy are held in the Park every year,

Foremaost Stakhanov workers demonstrate
new methode of work to Park vieitors.
Contests in skill hetween workers of various
trades {rlr:tril'ul welders, moulders, cable
layers) arouse great intercst among the
people who wisit the Park.

The reading rooms of the Park offer a
tremendous vurinl:,' of books, newspapers
and magazines. The Lenin Public Library,
the largest library in the Soviet Union,
has a branch in the Park which contains
over forty thousamd wolumes. The FPark
lending library issues three thousand books

l o day.
Writers and pocts read their waorks to
“ Park audiences with whom they also discuss
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their new books. *Poet’s Day"’ has become
one of the traditional events arranged by
the Park. On this day from fifty to Eixtly
of the leading poets of the country recite
their verses to Park audiences. Important
dates in the history of seience, technology
and literature are marked by the organiza-
tion of specinl exhibitions, lectures and
meetings. During the summer of 1938, for
example, a session of the Academy of
Sciences of the U.S.5.R. dedicated to the
750th anniversary of the “Lay of Igor,™
an outstanding work of Russian literature,
was held in the Green Theater of the park,
at which Academician V. L. Komarov,
President of the Academy, delivered a
lecture on the subject to a large andience.
The intrepid Soviet polar explorers, Pa-
panin, Krenkel, Shirshav and Fyodorov,
told a large audience in the Green Theater
of the results of their work on the drifting
icefloe at the North Pole.

The political activity of the population
the keen interest displayed in international
polities and events at home have made it

necessary for the Park administration to
devote great attention to educational work
in this sphere. Experienced lecturers conduet
informal talke and consultatione and reply
to thousands of questions put by visitors
to the Park, illustrating their talks with
the help of geographical maps, charts,
obe.

All of this work is organized in such
a way as to satisfly the requirements of
the people who wisit the Park. Romain
Rolland, that eminent French author,
wrote alter visiting the Park: “The splendid
thing is that rest in this park serves as a
source of education in joyous surroundings.”

The Park possesses a whole system of
highly entertaining and interesting forms
of amusement, These include popular ont-
door games, indoor pastimes, puzzles and
riddles, numerous forms of lively, amusing
contests, including a comical steeplechase,
harlequinades amd many other features,
where every visitor ean display his or her
dexterity, pluck, resourcefulness and in-

genuity.
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