












































































had eadl seized a piece of luggage and put in the 
train. They all lent a hand, both soldiers and commanders. 
Can you imagine anything like it in Germany? They helped 
us because they knew we were worke,rs' wives. It was a new 
example of proletarian solidarity to us. As the train started, 
they cheered for the German working class and we answered 
with a "Rot front." 

After another twenty-four hours, we readled the end 6f our 
journey, Nadezhdinsk, where our husbands were waitillg for 
us. There was no work the next day. We unpacked Qur things 
and settled ourselves in our new homes. We had little fur
niture as yet, but we tried to make our rooms as cosy as pos
sible. After a short time we got all the things we needed. 
Here there is no competition between rival shops, no glaring 
advertisements. All the shops are co-operatives and have the 
same prices. The daily life is much like that ,of a rural in
dustrial centre, which in fact Nadezhdinsk is. We all live in an 
up-to-date house, with electric light, running water and central 
heating. 

We get fuel for the kitchen stove delivered at the house 
and pay twenty-five rubles a month for an apartment of 
two rooms, with light, water, heating and fuel for the kitchen 
stove included. Our house, like most others, belongs to the 
plant, which makes all arrangements connected with it. Some 
things .still give rather an unfinished impression, but this is 
all due to lack of time and shortage of labour. 

We, women, are especially glad of the absence of a public 
house. There is a co-operative store where beer and spirits 
are sold. 

\'Qe had been here only a few days, when Russian women 
came to visit us. They came on behalf of the Party and 
other social organisations and were interested to know if there 
was anything we wanted. They took us to their meetings and 
other functions. We had just been here a week when we were 
able, for the first time in our lives to celebrate the anniversary 
of the October Revolution among the Russian proletariat, free 
from molestation by the police. The Red Army, militia, and 
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G.P.U. all took part in the demonstration. It gave ~n indescrib
ably uplifting sensation to us German women. 

We have Russian lessons two to three times a week. There 
is a palace of culture here, in which various performances take 
place in the evenings. There are also cinemas and a circus 
which have daily performances, but there are no low haunts 
like there are in Berlin. 

We have now been here over six months and have grown 
accustomed to our surroundings. More German workers and 
their families are coming within a few weeks. Wo do not 
feel like foreigners at all, since questions of nationalit and 
race do not exist in the Soviet Union. Here there is only the 
one class-the working class. 

We feel quite at home, but are glad more Germans are 
coming, who will find a home here and help to build up our 
socialist fatherland. 

Dora Henke. 

DIFFICULTIES AT THE PLANT 

Soviet Russia is, as everybody knows, the only country where 
unemployment has been do~e away with. It su£'ers on the 
contrary from a shortage of labour power. This shortage can 
he felt in the work at our plant. Despite the fact that new 
workers have been brought from the country a number of 
times (about 200 men in all), they form but a drop in the 
ocean, for those men, after they have got a little experience, are 
moved to other and bigger plants. The result is that cars 
loaded with cast-iron parts, which are being sent on to a ma
dline-building plant, remain for days in a siding for want of 
hands to unload them. Crane service is also a weak spot; since 
an inexperienced staff means having frequent repairs, and here 
again all our good workers are moved on to other plants: the 
foundry gave up ten men for Magnitostroi alone. 

We have a monthly programme for all sections of the plant, 
and this programme is divided into three decades of ten days 
·each. Each section is of course bent fulfilling its programme 
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one hundred per cent. Every worker who has achieved special 
progress in respect of quality and quantity gets premiums. That 
system exists throughout the whole of Russia now and we need 
it for the more thorough and speedy fulfilment of socialist con
struction. But, even so, those premiums need to be distributed 
with care, so as not to fail of their object. We had one case 
of what you might call swindling for a premium. A German 
comrade had made a rationalisation suggestion and submitted 
a drawing. A short time later the Party nucleus gave instruc
tions that all the German com{ades should get their suggestions 

· registered and specify how far they had been carried out. We 
then found out that the original drawing had disappeared and 
another made by a Russian foreman and with minor alterations 
(which changed it for the worse) had been handed in. We 
reported this matter to the ' rationalisation committee and our 
suggestion was carried out. . 

The reader will probably be aware that international groups 
of wreckers were at work (of the Shachty and Promparty trials), 
their aim being to wreck the economy of the proletarian state. 
But we had also to deal with minor cases of sabotage at our 
plant. Here is an example: No mechanical casting was being 
done here when we started .work, but it was necessary to in
troduce it, since we had larger orders in view; so we con-

· structed a model out of wood. When the Russian comrades, 
saw the advantages of this machine, they wanted to construct 
proper machines on the same model. A commission from the 
steel trust came and I suggested the purchase of a few machines 
from Moscow. The chairman agreed with me, but- the head 
of the machine-building section came and offered to make the 
machmes in his section 'if I provided the drawings. He pro-

· mised the commission to deliver the first machine inside of a 
month. After much pressure, the machine was delivered- after 
six months. Weare now working with two casting machines 
but not all things can be cast by their means, since it is difficult 
to attain precision with them. The price of a machine made 
here is about 2,000 rubles, certain parts having been repeatedly 
spoiled. The machine sent from Moscow cost just 450 rubles. 
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It is our duty in as much as we feel ourselves masters of the 
plant, to fight against all such obstructions and fulfil the task 
we have undertaken, namely to help carry out the Fiye-Year 
Plan in four years. Many more German workers who belong 
to the great army of five million unemployed and who are 
obliged by the capitalist system to defend themselves or 'perish, 
will come to the Soviet Union in the near future, to help us 
build the fortress of the international proletariat; ·so I want to 
add a few words in the interests of our plant and the cause we 
stand for. Let every worker 'who is thinking of coming to 
give us practical aid in the work of construction, first ask him
self, whether he is really skilled enough for what will be de
manded of him. After the last report on the work of shock
brigades in respect of 'l.ua1ity and quantity the German steel
casters brigade could feel justly proud of its work and pocket 
its premiums with satisfaction, while the German iron-casters 
had to hang their heads when they heard that the Russian 
shock-brigad~ working under the brigadier, Vornov, had carried 
off the big. prize. Erich Kruegerka. 

CLOSING REMARKS 

I want to end this book with a few words about the com
rades who left us so hurriedly after four weeks. This book 
will set them thinking once more whether they would not have 
done better to remain here, for they will not be having an easy 
time of it in Germany. But no comrade should come to' Soviet 
Russia from mere bravado or love of change. 

We twelve comrades have worked up to now and will go on 
working to the end on the construction of our proletarian 
fatherland. 
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Rot Front! 

TOIef Fl'itz 

Berlin-Pankow, Thornstr. 7. 
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