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THE TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION

C

O~[RADES, we are today celebrating the twenty-fifth anniver-

sary of the victory of the Soviet Revolution in our country.
Twenty-five years have elapsed since the Soviet system
was established in our country. We are now on the threshold of
the twenty-sixth year of existence of the Soviet system.
At meetings in celebration of the anniversary of the October
Soviet Revolution it is customary to review the work of the
Government and party bodies in the preceding year. I have been
instructed to make such a review for the past year-from November of last year to November of the current year.
The activities of our Government and party bodies during
the past period proceeded in two directions: in the direction of
peaceful construction and the organization of a strong rear for
our front , on the one hand; and in the direction of conducting
the defensive and offensive operations of the Red Army, on
the other.

1. ORGANIZATIONAL WORK IN THE REAR
The peaceful constructive work of our directing bodies in
this period consisted in shifting the base of our industry, both
war and civilian, to the Eastern regions of our country, in
evacuating and installing in their new places industrial workers
and plants, in extending crop areas and enlarging the winter
crop area in the East and, lastly, in radically improving the
operations of our industries which produce supplies for the front
and in strengthening labor discipline in the rear, both in the
factories and in the collective and state farms. It must be said
that this was an extremely difficult and complex large-scale task
of organization for all our economic and administrative People's

Commissariats, including our railways. Nevertheless, we succeeded in overcoming the obstacles; and now, in spite of all
the wartime difficulties, our factories, collective farms, and state
farms are undoubtedly working satisfactorily. Our mu nitions
factories and allied enterprises are conscientiously and punctually supplying the Red Army with guns, trench mortars, aircraft,
tanks, machine-guns, rifles, and ammunition. O ur collective
farms and state farms are likewise conscientiously and punctually
supplying the population and the Red Army with foodstuffs,
and our industry with raw materials. It must be admi tted that
never before has our country had such a strong and wellorganized rear.
As a result of all this complex organizational and construct ive
effort, not only our country, but the people themselves in the rear,
have been transformed. They have become more efficient, less
slipshod, more disciplined; they have learned to work in wartime
fashion, and to realize their duty to our mot herland and to her
defenders at the front-the Red Army. Bunglers and slackers
with no sense of civic duty are becoming fewer and fewer in
the rear. T he organized and disciplined, those who are imbued
with a sense of civic duty, are becoming more and more num erous.
But, as I have said, the past year was not only one of peaceful
construction. It was also a year of our Patriotic War aga inst the
German invaders, who vilely and treacherously attacke d our
peaceful country.
2. H OST ILI T IES ON THE SOVIET-GERMAN F RO N T
As regards the military activities of our direc ting bod ies during
the past year, they consisted in providing for the offensive and
defensive operations of the Red Army agains t the German
fascist troops . T he hostilities on the Soviet-German Fro nt during
the past year may be divided into two periods. The first period
was chiefly the winter period, when the Red Army, afte r repelling the German attack on Moscow, took the initiative, passed to

the offensive, drove back the German troops, and in the space
of four months advanced, in places, over four hundred kilometers.
The second period was the summer period, when the German
fascist troops, taking advantage of the absence of a second front
in Europe, mustered all their available reserves, pierced the front
in the southwestern direction, and taking the initiative, advanced
in places as much as five hundred kilometers in the space of
five months.
The hostilities in the first period, especially the Red Army's
successful operations in the Rostov, Tula, and Kaluga areas,
and at Moscow, Tikhvin, and Leningrad, disclosed two significant
facts. They showed, first, that the Red Army and its combatant
cadres have become an effective force, not only capable of withstanding the onslaught of the German fascist troops, but also
of defeating them in open battle and driving them back. They
showed, secondly, that for all their staunchness, the German
fascist troops suffer from grave organic defects which, given
certain favorable conditions for the Red Army, may lead to their
defeat. It is not by mere chance that the German troops, after
marching in triumph through all Europe and at one blow smashing the French troops, which had been regarded as first-class
troops, met with effective military resistance only in our country;
and not only did they meet with resistance, but they were compelled by the blows of the Red Army to retreat from their
positions over four hundred kilometers, abandoning on their
line of retreat an immense quantity of guns, machines, and
ammunition. This fact cannot be attributed exclusively to the
winter conditions of fighting.
The second period of hostilities on the Soviet-German Front
was marked by a turn in favor of the Germans, by the initiative
passing to the Germans, by the piercing of our front in the southwestern direction, by the advance of the German troops and their
reaching the areas of Voronezh, Stalingrad, Novorossiisk, Pyatigorsk and Mozdok. Taking advantage of the absence of a second
front in Europe, the Germans and their allies transferred all their

available reserves to the front and, massing them in one directio n.
the southwestern direction, created a big superiority of forces
and achieved substantial tactical gains.
Apparently the Germans are no longer strong enough to Conduct a simultaneous offensive in al1 three directions. in the south.
north and center, as was the case in the early months of the
German offensive in the summer of last year; but they are still
strong enough to organize a serious offensive in some one
direction.
What was the main objective of the German fascist strategis ts
when they launched their summer offensive on our front? T o
judge by the comments of the foreign press, including the
German, one might think that the main objective of the offensive
was to capture the oil districts of Grozny and Baku. But facts
decidedly refute this assumption. Facts show that the Ge rma n
advance towards the oil districts of the U.S.S.R. is not the main,
but an auxiliary, objective.
What, then, was the main objective of the German offensive?
It was to outflank Moscow from the east; to cut it off fro m its
Volga and Urals rear and then to strike at the city. The Ge rman
advance southwards, towards the oil districts, had an aux iliary
purpose; not only, and not so much, to capture the oil distr icts
as to divert our main reserves to the south and to weake n the
Moscow front, and thereby facilitate the success of the blow at
Moscow. This, in fact, explains why the main gro up of the
German forces are now in the Ore! and the Stalingrad areas, and
not in the south.
Recently, an officer of the German general staff fel1 into the
hands of our men. A map was found on this officer showing the
plan and schedule of the German troops' advance. From thi s
document it is evident that the Germans intended to be in
Borisoglyebsk on July 10, this year, in Stalingrad on July 25, in
Saratov on August 10, in Kuibyshev on August 15, in Arza mas
on September 10, and in Baku on September 25.
This document ful1y confirms the information in our possession
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that the main objective of the German summ~r offensive was
to outflank Moscow from the east and to strike at Moscow;
while the object of the advance to the south was, apart from
everything else, to divert our reserves as far as possible from
Moscow and to weaken the Moscow front so as to facilitate the
blow at Moscow. In short, the main objective of the German summer offensive was to surround Moscow and end the war this year.
In November last year the Germans counted on capturing
Moscow by a frontal attack, on compelling the Red Army to
capitulate and thus b:inging. the war in th~ east to.a clos~. These
were the illusions With which they sustained their soldiers. As
we know, however, these calculations of the Germans miscarried.
Having burned their fingers in their attempt at a frontal attack
on Moscow last year, the Germans planned to capture Moscow
this year by a flanking movement and to end the war in the east
in that way. These are the illusions with which they are sustaining their duped soldiers now. As we know, these calculations of
the Germans also proved unsound. Their attempt to chase two
hares at once-oil and the encirclement of Moscow-landed the
German fascist strategists in difficulties.
Thus, the tactical successes of the German summer offensive
were not consummated owing to the obvious unfeasibility of
their strategical plans.
3. THE SECOND FRONT IN EUROPE
How are we to explain the fact that the Germans were nevertheless able to take the initiative in military operations this year
and achieve substantial tactical successes on our front?
It is to be explained by the fact that the Germans and their
allies were able to muster all their available reserves, transfer
them to the Eastern front and create a big superiority of forces in
one of the directions. There can be no doubt that but for these
measures the Germans could not have achieved any success on
our front.
II

But why were they able to muster all their reserves and transfer them to the Eastern front? Because the absence of a second
front in Europe enabled them to carry out this operatio n without
any risk .
Hence, the chief reason for the Germans' tactical successes on
our front this year is that the absence of a second front in Europe
enabled them to transfer to our front all their available reserves
and to create a big superiority of forces in the southwestern
direction .
Let us assume that there was a second front in Europe as there
was in the first World War, and that this second front diverted
let us say, sixty German divisions and twenty divisions of Germany's allies. What would have been the position of the German
troops on our front today? It is not difficult to guess that their
position would have been deplorable. More tha n that , it would
have been the beginning of the end of the Ger ma n fascist troops,
for in that case the Red Army would not be where it is now, but
somewhere near Pskov, Minsk, Zhitomir, and Odessa. That
means that already in the summer of this year th e German fascist
army would have been on the verge of disaster; and if that did
not occur, it was because the Germans were saved by the absence
of a second front in Europe.
Let us examine the question of a second front in Europe in its
historical aspect.
In the first World War Germany had to fight on two fronts:
in the West, chiefly against Great Britain and Fr ance, and in
the East, against the Russian troops. Thus, in the first World
War there was a second front against Germa ny. Of the 220
divisions which Germany then had, not more than 8S were
stationed on the Russian front. If to this we add the troops of
Germany's allies then facing the Russian front, namely, 37
Austro-Hungarian divisions, two Bulgarian divisions and three
Turkish divisions, we get a total of 127 divisions facing the
Russian troops. Most of the remaining divisions of Germany and
her allies held the front against the Anglo-French troops, while
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some of them performed garr~s~n ~uty in the occupied territories
.
of Europe, Such wa~ the POSItIO? in the first World War.
What is the position today, lfi, the second World War, in

se~~c:~;i~;ft~h~~th:~:i~~~~sr:Ition

w hich is beyond all doubt,
of the 256 divisions which G,ermany now has, n~ few:r, ~han
179 are on our front. If to, this ,w,e,add 22 Rumam,an d~v~s~ons,
14 Finnish divisions, 10 Italian dl~lslO?s: ~3 Hunganan dIVIsIOns,
one Slovak division and one Sp~msh dIVIsIOn,we get a total ~f ~40
divisions which are now fighting on our front. The remalfilfig
divisions of Germany and her allies are performing garrison
duty in the occupied. countries (France, Belg,ium, Norw~y, the
1 etherlands, JugoslavIa, Poland, Czechoslovakia, etc.), while part
of them are fighting in Libya for the possession of Egypt against
Great Britain. In all, the Libyan front is diverting four German
divisions and 11 Italian divisions.
Hence, instead of 127 divisions as was the case in the first
World War, we, today, are facing on our front no less than 240
divisions, and instead of 85 German divisions we have 179
German divisions fighting the Red Army.
This is the chief reason and grounds for the tactical successes
the German fascist troops gained on our front this summer.
The German invasion of our country is often compared to
Napoleon's invasion of Russia. But this comparison will not
bear criticism. Of the 600,000 troops which started out on the
march against Russia, Napoleon brought to Borodino barely
130,000,or 140,000. That was all he had at his disposal at Moscow.
Well, we now have facing the Red Army over 3,000,000 troops,
and troops armed with all the implements of modern warfare.
What comparison can there be here?
The German invasion of our country is sometimes also compared to the German invasion of Russia during the first World
War. But neither will this comparison bear criticism. First,
in the first World War there was the second front in Europe,
which made the Germans' position very difficult, whereas in this
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wa r there is no second front in Europe . Secondl y, in this war
twice as many troops are facing our front as was th e case durin'
the first World ~ar. ?bviously, the compar ison is inappropriat;
You can now Imag1l1e how grave an d extraordinary are the
difficulties that confront the Red A rmy, and how g reat is the
heroism displayed by the Red Army in its wa r of liberation
against the German fascist invaders .
I think that no other country and no other army could have
withstood this onslaught of the savage ga ngs of German fascist
brigands and their allies. O nly our Soviet count ry and only Our
Red Army are capable of withstanding such an onslaught. And
not only wit hstanding it, but also overpowe ring it.
It is often asked: But will there be a second front in Europe
after all? Yes, there will be; sooner or late r, there will be. And
there will be one not only because we need it, but above all
because our Allies need it no less than we. Our Allies cannot fail
to realize that since France has been put out of action, the absence
of a second front against fascist Ger ma ny may end badly for all
the freedom- loving countries, including the Allies themselves.
4. T HE FIG HTING ALLIANCE O F THE U.S.S.R., GREAT
BRITAIN, AND T HE U .S.A. AGA IN ST HITLERITE
GERMANY AN D H ER ALLIE S IN EUROPE

It may now be regarded as beyond dispute th at in the course
of the war imposed upon the nations by Hitl erite Germany, a
radical demarcation of forces and the formatio n of two opposite
camps have taken place: the camp of the Italo-Germ an coalition,
and the camp of the Anglo-Soviet-American coalition.
It is equally beyond dispute that these two opposite coalitions
are guided by two different and opposite prog rams of action.
The program of action of the Italo-Gerrnan coalition may be
characterized by the following points: race hatred; domination
of the "chosen" nations; subjugation of other nations and seizure
of their territories; economic enslavement of the subjugated
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nations and spoliation ~f their. na~io~al wealth; d~structio~ of
democratic liberties; universal institution of the HItler regime.
The program of action of the Anglo-Soviet-American coalition
is: abolition of racial exclusiveness; equality of nations and integrity of their territ~ries; lib.erati~n of the e?slaved nations ~nd
the restoration of their sovereign nghts; the right of every nation
to manage its affairs in its own way; economic aid to nations
that have suffered and assistance in establishing their material
welfare; restoration of democratic liberties; destruction of the
Hitler regime.
The effect of the program of action of the Italo-German coalition has been that the people in all the occupied countries of
Europe-Norway, Denmark, Belgium, the Netherlands, France,
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Jugoslavia, Greece, and the occupied
regions of the U.S.S.R.-are seething with hatred for the ItaloGerman tyrants, are causing the Germans and their allies all the
damage they can, and are waiting for a favorable opportunity
to take revenge on their conquerors for the outrage and violence
to which they are subjected.
In this connection, one of the characteristic features of the
present situation is the steadily growing isolation of the ItaloGerman coalition and the depletion of its moral and political
reserves in Europe, its growing weakness and disintegration.
The effect of the program of action of the Anglo-Soviet-American coalition has been that the people in all the occupied countries
in Europe fully sympathize with the members of this coalition and
are prepared to render them all the help of which they are capable.
In this connection, another characteristic feature of the present
situation must be noted, namely, that the moral and political
reserves of this coalition are growing from day to day in Europe
-and not only in Europe-and that this coalition is steadily
winning millions of sympathizers who are ready to join it to
fight against Hitler's tyranny.
If the relative strength of these two coalitions is examined
from the standpoint of human and material resources, the con-

IS

elusion that one will be forced to arrive at is th at the AngloSoviet-American .coali.tion has. the unquestionable adv antage.
But the question IS: Is this advantage alone su fficient for
victory? As we know, cases occur when resour ces are ab undant
but are expended so inefficiently that the adva ntage is lost:
Obviously, what is needed in addition to resources is ability to
mobilize and skill in expending them prope rly. Is there any
reason to doubt that the men of the Anglo-Soviet-A me rica ~
coalition possess this ability and skill? Some peop le do doubt
this . But what grounds have they for thei r dou bts ? In the past
the men of this coalition have displayed ability and skilI in
mobilizing the resources of their countries and expending them
properly for the purposes of economic, cult ura l, and political
development. What grounds are there, then, for doubting that
the men who have displayed skilI and ability in mobilizing and
distributi ng resources for economic, cultural and political purposes wilI prove capable of doing the same for the purpose of
prosec uti ng th e war? I think there are no such grou nds.
It is said tha t the Ang lo-Soviet-A meri can coalition has every
cha nce of win ning, and wou ld certain ly wi n if it did not suffer
fro m an organic defect which mig ht wea ken and di sintegrate it
This defect, in the opinion of these people, is tha t this coalition
consists of heterogeneous elements having d ifferent ideologies,
and that this circumstance will preve nt them fro m organizing
joint action against the common enemy.
I think that this assertion is wrong.
It would be ridiculous to deny the existence of different ideologies and social systems in the various countries th at constitute
the A nglo-Soviet -American coalition . But does th is preclude the
possibility, and the expediency, of joint actio n on the part of
the members of this coalition against the com mo n enemy who
threatens to enslave them? Certainly not . More th an that. The
very existence of this threat imperatively dictates th e necessity of
joint action among the members of the coalitio n in ord er to save
mankind from reversion to savagery and medieval brut ality . Is
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not the program of action .of the Angl~-Sovi~t~American coali:ion
a sufficient basis upon which .to ~rganIze. a J~Ill.t str~ggle ag~lllst
Hitler tyranny and to van9U1s~ It? I think It IS qUIte su~clent.
These people's assumption IS unsound also because It has
been utterly refuted by the events of the past year. If these people
were right, we should be observing the steady mutual estrangement of the members of the Anglo-Soviet-American coalition.
Far from this being the case, however, facts and events point to
the steadily growing friendship among the members of the AngloSoviet-American coalition and to their amalgamation into a
united fighting alliance. Events of the past year supply direct
proof of this. In July, 1941,several weeks after Germany attacked
the U.S.S.R., Great Britain concluded with us an agreement
"on joint action in the war against Germany." At that time
we had not yet any agreement with the United States of America
on this subject. Ten months later, on May 26,1942, during Comrade Molotov's visit to Great Britain, the latter concluded with
us a "treaty of alliance in the war against Hitlerite Germany
and her associates in Europe and on collaboration and mutual
aid thereafter." This treaty was concluded for a period of twenty
years. It marks a historic turning point in the relations between
our country and Great Britain. In June, 1942, during Comrade
Molotov's visit to the United States, this country concluded
with us an "agreement on the principles applicable to mutual
aid in the conduct of the war against aggression," which
represented a substantial advance in the relations between
the U.S.S.R. and the U.S.A. Lastly, mention must be made of
so important a fact as the visit to Moscow of the British Premier,
Mr. Churchill, during which complete mutual understanding
was reached between the leaders of the two countries. There can
be no doubt that all these facts point to the steadily growing
friendship between the U.S.S.R., Great Britain, and the United
States of America and to their amalgamation into a fighting
alliance against the Italo-Gerrnan coalition.
It follows that the logic of facts is stronger than any other logic.
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The only conclusion to be drawn is that the An glo-Soviet_
American coalition has every chance of vanq uishing the Ital-,
German coalition, and that it certainly will do so.
5. OUR TASKS
The war has torn down all veils and has laid bare all relation_
ships. The situation has become so clear that nothing is easier
than to define our tasks in this war.
In an interview with the Turkish Gene ral Erki let, published
in the Turkish newspaper Gumhuriet, that canni bal Hitler said:
"We shall destroy Russia, so that she will never be able to rise
again." This is clear enough, one would thi nk, although it is
rather silly. We do not pursue the aim of destroyi ng Germany,
for it is impossible to destroy Germany, just as it is imp ossible to
destroy Russia. But we can and m ust destroy the Hitler state.
Our first task is to destroy the H itler state and its inspirers.
In the same interview with the same ge neral, that cannibal
H itler went on to say: "We shall cont inue the war as long as
there is an organized military force in Ru ssia." This is clear
enoug h, one would think, although illitera te. W e do not pursue
the aim of destroying the entire organized military force in
Germany, for every literate person will unde rstand that this is
not only impossible as regards Germany, just as it is in regard
to Russia, but also inadvisable from the point of view of the victor.
But we can and must destroy Hitler's ar my.
Our second task is to destroy Hitler's army and its leaders.
The H itlerite scoundrels have made it their rule to torture
Soviet war prisoners, to slay them by the hundred, and to condemn thousands of them to death by starvation . Th ey outrage
and slaughter the civilian population of the occupied territories
of our country, men and women, child ren and the aged, our
brothers and sisters. They have set out to enslave or exterminate
the population of the Ukraine, Byelorussia, the Baltic Republics,
Moldavia, Crimea and the Caucasus. Only villains and scoundrels
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who are bereft of all honor and wh~ ha~e sunk to the level of
brutes can commit such outrages agamst innocent and unarmed
eople. But that is not all. They have covered Europe with
~al\ows and concentration camps. They have introduced the

~il~ "~;s:~~~~t:~~'''taI:e;s s~~:~t:;~/ab:~a~~:ol~:~ i;:~:;~
~l::~~ was prevented from raping women or robbing citizens.

They have converted Europe into a prison of nations. And this
they call the "New Order in Europe." We know the men who
are guilty of these outrages, the builders of this "New Order
in Europe," all those upstart governor-generals, or just ordinary
governors, commandants and sub-commandants. Their names
are known to tens of thousands of tormented people. Let these
butchers know that they will not escape responsibility for their
crimes or elude the hand of retribution of the tormented nations.
Our third task is to destroy the detestable "New Order in
Europe" and to punish its builders.
Such are our tasks.
Comrades, we are waging a great war of liberation. We are
not waging it alone, but in conjunction with our Allies. It will
end in our victory over the vile foes of mankind, over the German
fascist imperialists. On its standard is inscribed:
Hail the victory of the Anglo-Soviet-American fighting alliance!
Hail the liberation of the nations of Europe from Hitler's
tyranny!
Hail the liberty and independence of our glorious Soviet
motherland!
Damnation and death to the German fascist invaders, to their
state, their army, their "New Order in Europe"!
Glory to our Red Army! Glory to our Red Navy!
Glory to our men and women guerrilla fighters!
Speech delivered at an anniversary meeting,
MOSCOI/!, November 6,1942
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THE TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVE RSARY
OF THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION
ORDER OF THE DAY

Red Armymen, com~anders and politica l instruc_
tors, men and women guerrilla fighters, work ing people
of the Soviet Union!
On behalf of the Soviet Government and of our Bolshevik
Party, I greet you and congratulate you on the twenty-fifth
anniversary of the victory of the Great Octobe r Socialist Revolution .
A quarter of a century ago, under the leadership of the Bolshevik Party and of our great Lenin, the worke rs and peasants
estab lished the Soviet regime in their country. Since then the
peoples of the Soviet Union have traversed a glo rious road. In
the course of these twenty-five years our cou ntry grew into a
mighty socialist industrial and collective farm power. After
winning for themselves freedom and independence, the peoples
of the Soviet state united in an indestructible, frate rna l commonwealth. The Soviet people freed themselves fro m all oppression,
and by their persevering labors secured for themselves a prosperous and cultured existence.
Today, the peoples of our country are celeb rati ng the twentyfifth anniversary of the Great October Socialist Revolution amidst
the conflagration of a fierce struggle against the Germ an fascist
invaders and their associates in Europe.
At the beginning of this year, in the winter, th e Red Army
inflicted severe blows on the German fascist troops. After repelling the German attack on Moscow, it took the initiative,
passed to the offensive, and drove the German troops to the West,
liberating a number of regions of our country fro m German
slavery. The Red Army thus proved that given certai n favorable
conditions it can vanquish the German fascist troops .

C

Ol\IRADES,
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the summer, however, the situation at the front changed

II~he worse. Taking advantage of the absence of a second front
~or Europe, the Germans and thei: ~llies swept together all their

~~ erves. hurled them at our Ukrainian front, and brok~ through
it At the price of enormous losses the Germa~ fascIst. troops

~cceeded in advancing on the South, threatening Stalingrad,
the Black Sea coast, Grozny, and the approaches to Trans-

(.1~;~~~·the staunchness and courage of the Red Army has thwarted the German plan to outflank Moscow on the East and strike
at the capital of our country from the rear. The ene~y has been
checked at Stalingrad. But although checked at Stalingrad, and
having already los.t there te~s .o~ tho.usands of men and offic~rs,
the enemy is hurhng new divisions mto the battle and exertlOg
his last efforts. The struggle on the Soviet-German front is
becoming increasingly intense. On the outcome of this struggle
depend the fate of the Soviet state, the freedom and independence
of our country.
Our Soviet people have passed with flying colors the test . to
which they have been subjected, and are imbued with unshakable
confidence in victory. This war has served as a stern test of the
strength and durability of the Soviet system. The calculations
of the German imperialists that the Soviet state would collapse
proved to be utterly baseless. Socialist industry, the collective
farm system, the friendship among the nations of our country and
the Soviet state have proved to be firm and indestructible. The
workers and peasants and the entire intelligentsia of our country,
everybody in the rear, is working conscientiously and selfsacrificingly to supply the needs of our armed forces.
The Red Army is bearing the brunt of the war against Hitlerite
Germany and its associates. By its self-sacrificing struggle against
the fascist armies it has won the love and respect of all the
freedom-loving nations of the world. The men and commanders
of the Red Army-who had not had sufficient military experience
before-have learned to strike the enemy unerring blows, to
21

destroy his manpower and technique, to thwa rt the enemy'
designs and staunchly to defend our towns and villages a .:
the alien invaders. The heroic defenders of Moscow and ~I~ t
of Odessa and Sevastopol, and of Leningrad and Staling rad hu ~.
set an e.x~mple of. boundless c~urage, iron disci.pline, staunchn: s:
and .ablh ty to WIO. Our entire Red Army IS following their
heroic example. The enemy has already had a taste of the R d
Army's power of resistance. It will yet learn the power of t~
Red Army's crushing blows.
e
There can be no doubt that the German invaders will plun
into new adventures. But the enemy's forces are already Und;r~
mined and have now reached the limit. During the COurse of
the war, the Red Army has put out of action over eight million
enemy soldiers and officers. The Hitler army, wit h an admixture
of Rumanians, Hungarians, Italians, and Finns, is mu ch weaker
than it was in the summer and autumn of 1941.
Comrades, Red Armymen, commanders and political instructors, men and women guerrilla fighters!
The defeat of the German fascist army and the clearing of
our Soviet soil of the Hitler invaders depends upon your tenacity
and staunchness, your military skill and readiness to perform
your duty to your country!
We can and must clear our Soviet soil of the German scum!
To achieve this we must:
1. Staunchly and stubbornly defend the line of our front.
prevent the enemy from advancing any further, do everything
to wear the enemy down, exterminate his manpower and destroy
his technique;
2. In every way reinforce iron discipline, the strictest order
and individual responsibility in our army, perfect the military
training of our troops and perseveringly and persistently prepare
for a crushing blow at the enemy;
3. Fan the flames of popular guerrilla warfare in the enemy's
rear, destroy the enemy's bases, and exterminate the German
fascist scoundrels.
22

comrades! The enemy has already felt the weight of the Red
Army's blows at RostoV, Mos~ow, a?d Tikhvin. The day is not
far distant when the enemy will agam feel the weight of the Red
Army's bloWS. Our turn ~ill come!
Hail the twenty-fifth anmversary of the Great October Socialist
Revolution !
Long live our Red Army!
Long live our Red Navy!
Long live our brave men and women guerrilla fighters!
De,lth to the German fascist invaders!
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THE TWENTY-FIFTH ANN IVERSARY
OF THE RED ARMY AND NAVY
ORDER OF THE DAY

OMRA.D~S, Red Army and Red Navy men, commanders and
politic al workers, men .and women gue rrillas!
Today we are celebrating the twenty-fift h an niversary of
the existence of the Red Army. A quarter of a century has
passed since the Red Army was created . It was created for th
struggle against the foreign invaders who strove to enslave ou~
country. February 23, 1918, the day when Red Army detach_
ments utterly routed the troops of the German invaders near
Pskov and Narva, was proclaimed the birthday of the Red Armv.
In 1918-21, in stubborn struggle against the foreign invaders
the Red Army preserved the honor, freedo m, and independenc~
of our Soviet motherland, preserved the righ t of the peoples of
our country to build their life in the way the great Lenin had
taught. In the course of two decades the Red Army protected
the peaceful, constructive labor of the Soviet people. The peoples
of our country never forgot about the encroac hments of foreign
invaders on our land , and indefatigably strove to enhance the
might of the Red Army, supplied it with first-rate combat equipment, and lovingly reared cadres of Soviet war riors.
The Red Army is an army of defense, of peace and friendship
among peoples of all countries. It was created not for the conquest of foreign countries, but for the defense of the frontiers
of the Soviet country. The Red Army has always treated with
respect the rights and independence of all nations.
But in June, 1941, in rude and base violation of the treaty of
non-aggression, Hitlerite Germany treac hero usly attacked our
country, and the Red Army found itself compe lled to march
out to defend its motherland against the German invaders and
to oust them from our country. Since that time the Red Army

C
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has become an army of life and death. struggle with th~.~itler!te
rroo s, an army of avengers of the violence and humiliation inflict!d by the German .fas~ist scoundrels on our brothers and sisters in the occupied dlstncts of our country. .
.
The Red Army meets the twenty-fifth an~lv~rsary of Its .existence in a decisive moment .of the Patn~tlc War ag~lllst
Hitlerite Germany and her servitors-the Italians, Hungarians,
Rumanians, and Finns. For twenty months, the Red Army has
been waging a heroic struggle wit.hout parallel in .history against
the invasion of the German fascist hordes. In view of the absence of a second front in Europe, the Red Army alone bears
the whole burden of the war. Nevertheless, the Red Army not
only stood its own against the onslaught of the German fascist
hordes, but in the course of the war has become the terror of the
fascist armies.
In the hard battles of the summer and autumn of 1942, the Red
Army barred the way to the fascist beasts. Forever will our people preserve the memory of the heroic defense of Sevastopol and
Odessa. of the stiff fighting at Moscow and in the foothills of the
Caucasus, in the Rzhev area and at Leningrad, of the battle at
the walls of Stalingrad, the greatest in the history of wars.
In these great battles our gallant Red Army men, commanders
and political workers covered with unfading glory the battle
standards of the Red Army and laid a firm foundation for victory over the German fascist armies.
Three months ago Red Army troops began an offensive at the
approaches to Stalingrad. Since then the initiative of military
operations has been in our hands, while the pace and striking
force of the Red Army's offensive operations have not weakened.
At present, in the hard conditions of winter, the Red Army advances on a frontage of 1,500 kilometers and achieves success
practically everywhere. In the North, at Leningrad; on the Central Front, at the approaches to Kharkov; in the Donbas, at
Rostov; on the Azov and Black Sea Coasts, the Red Army
strikes one blow after another at Hitler's troops. In three months
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the Red Army has cleared the enemy from the territory of h
Voronezh and Stalingrad Regions, the Checheno-Ing ush, NO:t~
Ossetian, Kabardino-Balkarian, and Kalmy k Autonomous R _
publics, the Stavropol and Krasnoda r Territories, the Cherk e
Karachai and Adygei Autonomous ~egions, and nearly all of ~~~
Rostov, Kharkov, a~d Kursk Regions . Th e expul sion of the
enemy from the Soviet country has begu n.
What has changed in these three months? Whence such serious reverses of the Germans? What are the causes of these reverses? The balance of forces on the Soviet-Germ an front has
changed. The point is that fascist Ger ma ny becomes progressively exhausted and weaker while the Soviet Union progressively
deploys its reserves and becomes stronger. Time works against
fascist Germany.
H itlerite Germany, which forced the war industry of Europe
to work for her, until recently enjoye d supe riority over the Soviet
Union in equipment, and primarily in tanks and aircraft. This
was her advantage. But in twenty mon ths of war the situation
has changed. Thanks to the selfless labor of the men and women
workers, engineers and technicia ns of the war industry of the
U .S.S.R., the production of tanks, pla nes, an d g uns has grown in
the course of the war.
During the same time, on the Soviet-Ger ma n front, the enemy
sustained enormous losses in combat eq uipment, especially in
tanks, planes, and guns . During the thr ee months of the Red
Army's offensive in the winter of 1942-43alone, the Germans lost
over 7,000 tanks, 4,000 planes, 17,000 guns, and large quantities
of other arms. Naturally, the Germans will try to make good
these losses, but this will not be so easy to accom plish, as considerable time will be needed for the enemy to be able to repair these
enormous losses in equipment. And time does not wait.
H itlerite Germany began the war against th e U.S.S.R. while
enjoying numerical superiority in troops alrea dy mobilized and
ready for battle, compared with the Red Arm y. This was her
advantage. In twenty months, however, the situation has changed
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in this respect, too. In defensive and offensive battles the R~d
has disabled during the war about 9,000,000 German fascist
~flice'rs and men, of which number not less than 4,000,000 were
killed on the battlefield. The Rumanian, Italian, and Hungarian
armies transferred by Hitler to the Soviet-German front have
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been completely routed.
During the past three months alone the Red Army ro~ted 112
enemy divisions, killing more than 700,000 men and taking over
s
i
: : : Com m a nd will certainly try to make good these
tremendous losses. But, first, the weakness of the German armies
is in the shortage of manpower reserves, and consequently it is
not known from what sources these losses can be compensated.
Secondly, supposing even that by hook and crook the Germans
muster up the necessary number of men, time would be needed
to gather and train them. And time does not wait.
The Hitlerite army entered the war against the Soviet Union
possessing alm~st t':o years' expe:ience in co~du.cting large-scale
military operatIOns III Europe, WIth the application of the latest
means of warfare. In the initial period of the war the Red Army
naturally had not yet and could not have such military experience.
This was the advantage of the German fascist army. In twenty
months, however, the situation has changed in this respect, too.
In the course of the war the Red Army has become a seasoned
army. It has learned to strike at the enemy unerringly, taking
into consideration his weak and strong sides, as required by modern militarv science.
Hundreds of thousands and millions of Red Army men have
become experts in wielding their arms-rifle, saber, machine gun,
and aviation. Tens of thousands of Red Army commanders have
become experts in the leading of troops. They have learned to
combine personal heroism and courage with skill in directing
troops on the battlefield, having discarded the foolish and harmful linear tactics and having firmly adopted the tactics of maneuvering.
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One can not consider fortuitous the fact that the Red Arm
Command not only liberates Soviet soil from the enemy, but does
not let the enemy escape alive from our soil, effecting such serious operations of encirclement and annihilation of enemy armies
as may serve as examples of military art. T his undoubt edly is an
indication of the maturity of our commanders. T here can' be no
doubt that only the correct strategy of the Red Ar my Command
and the flexible tactics of our commanders-its executors--c ould
have resulted in such an outstanding fact as the encirclement and
annihilation of the picked army of Germa ns nu mbe ring 330,000
men at Stalingrad.
In this respect, things are far from going well with the Germans. Their strategy is defective because, as a rul e, it und erestimates the enemy's forces and possibilities and overestimates its
own forces. T heir tactics follow a rout ine- they endeavor to fit
events at the front into this or that arti cle of the regulations. The
Germans are accurate and precise in thei r actions when the situation permits them to act in the way req uired by the regulations.
In this is their strength. T he Germa ns becom e helpless when the
situatio n becomes comp licated and begin s to " ru n at variance"
with this or that article of the regula tions, calling for the adoption of an independent decision not provide d for by the regulations . In this is thei r main weakness .
Such are the causes which determi ned th e defeat of the German troops and the successes of the Red Arm y during the past
three months. It does not follow from this, however, th at the Hitlerite army has been done for and that it remai ns onl y for the
Red Army to pursue it to the western frontiers of our country. To
think so means to indulge in unwise and harm ful self-delusion.
To think so means to overestimate our ow n forces, to underestimate the enemy's forces, and to adopt an adventurous course. The
enemy has suffered a defeat, but he is not vanq uished as yet.
The German fascist army is now going throug h a crisis as a
result of the blows received from the Red Ar my . But this does
not mean that it cannot recover. The strugg le aga inst the German
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· vaders is not yet over-it is just developing ~nd flaring up. It
:~ould be foolish to thi~k t~at the Ger~ans will surrender even
.
ne kilometer of our soil Wlt~out fighting, .
o Th Red Army faces a gnm struggle against the perfidious,
Ieand as yet strong enemy. This struggle will require time,
~:~;iI~ces, the exertion of our forces and. the ~obilization of ~ll
ossibilities. We have begun the liberation of the Soviet
~~r!ne from the German yoke, but millions of Ukrainians still
I uish under the yoke of the German enslavers. The German
::C~patiOnists ~nd their ser~it~rs still l~rd. it in B~elorussia,
Lithuania, Latvia, and Estoma, m Moldavia, III the Cnmea, and
in Karelia. powerful blows have been dealt to the enemy armies,
but the enemy .has no~ yet been vanquished. The German invaders offer funous reslstancc:, launch counter-attacks, and try to
make a stand on defensive lines. They may embark upon fresh
adventures.
This is why there should be no place for complacency, carelessness,and conceit in our ranks. The whole Soviet people rejoices in the Red Army's victories, but Red Army men, commanders and political workers should firmly remember the precepts of our teacher Lenin: "The first thing is not to be carried
away by victory, and not to become conceited; the second thing
is to consolidate the victory; the third thing is to finish off the
enemy."
In the name of the liberation of our motherland from the hateful enemy, in the name of final victory over the German fascist
invaders, I order:
1. To perfect indefatigably the military training and to
strengthen discipline, order, and organization in the whole Red
Army and Navy;
2. To deal stronger blows to the enemy troops, to pursue the
enemy indefatigably and persistently, without allowing him to
make a stand on defensive lines, not to give him respite day or
night, to cut the enemy's communications, to surround the enemy
troops and annihilate them if they refuse to down their arms;
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3. To fan ever brighter the flames ,of the gue~ rilla struggle in
the enemy rear, to destroy the enemy s com m unica tions, to blow
Up railway bridges, to thwart the transportation of enemy troops
the supply of arms and ammunition, to blo w up and set fire to
military stores, to attack the enemy gar risons, to prevent the retreating enemy from burning down our tow ns and villages, to
help the advancing Red Army with all forces and means.
In this lies the pledge of our victo ry.
Comrades, Red Army and Red Navy me n, com manders and
political workers, men and women guer rillas ! On behalf of the
Soviet Government and our Bolshevi k Pa rty, I g reet and Congratulate you on the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Red Army.
Long live our great motherland! Long live our glorious Red
Army, our valiant Navy, our brave me n and women guerrillas!
Long live the party of the Bolshevi ks, inspir er and organizer of
the Red Army's victor ies!
Death to the Ger ma n inva de rs!
February 23, 1943

MAY DAY, 1943
ORDER OF THE DAY

O~IRADES, Red Army and Red Navy men, commanders and
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political workers, men and women guerrillas, working
men and women, men and women peasants, people enaged in intellectual work; brothers and sisters who have terngorarily fallen u~der the yoke of the German oppressors! In the
~ame of the Soviet Government a~d our Bolshe,:,lk Party I greet
and 'congratulate you on the occasion of May First!
The peoples of our country meet May First in the stern days
of Patriotic War. They have entrusted their destiny to the Red
Army and their hopes have not been misplaced. Soviet warriors
stood up resolutely in defense of the motherland, and now for
nearly two years have been defending the honor and independence of the peoples of the Soviet Union. During the winter campaign of 1942-43, the Red Army inflicted grave defeats on the
Hitlerite troops, annihilated an enormous amount of the enemy's
manpower and equipment, surrounded and annihilated two
armies of the enemy at Stalingrad, took prisoner over 300,000
enemy officers and men, and liberated hundreds of Soviet towns
and thousands of villages from the German yoke.
The winter campaign has demonstrated that the offensive
power of the Red Army has grown. Our troops not only hurled
the Germans out of the territory the latter had seized in the summer of 1942,but occupied a number of towns and districts which
had been in the enemy's hands for about one and a half years.
It proved beyond the Germans' strength to avert the Red
Army's offensive. Even for a counter-offensive in a narrow sector
of the front in the area of Kharkov the Hitlerite command found
itself compelled to transfer more than thirty fresh divisions from
Western Europe. The Germans calculated on surrounding Soviet
troops in the area of Kharkov and arranging a "German Stalin31

grad" for our troops. However, the attempt of the Hitlerite Command to take revenge for Stalingrad has collapsed.
Simultaneously the victorious troops of our Allies routed the
Italo-German troops in the area of Libya and Tripolitania, cleared
these areas of enemies and now continue to batter them in the
area of Tunisia, while the valiant Anglo-American aviators strike
shattering blows at the military and industrial centers of Germany and Italy, foreshadowing the formation of a second front
in Europe against the Italo-German fascists.
Thus, for the first time since the beginning of the war, the blow
dealt at the enemy from the east by the Red Army merged with
a blow from the west dealt by the troops of our Allies into one
joint blow.
All of these circumstances taken together have shaken the H itlerite war machine to its foundation, have changed the course of
the World War, and created the necessary prerequisites for victory over Hitlerite Germany. As a result the enemy was forced
to admit a serious aggravation of his position and raised a hue
and cry about a military crisis.
True, the enemy tries to disguise his critical situation by clamor
about "total" mobilization. But no amount of clamor can do away
with the fact that the camp of the fascists is really going thro ugh
a grave crisis. The crisis in the fascists' camp finds expression in
the first place in the fact that the enemy had to renounce openly
his original plan of a lightning war. The talk about light ning
war is no longer in vogue in the enemy's camp. The vociferous
babble about lightning war has yielded place to sad lamentations about the inevitability of protracted war.
While previously the German fascist command boasted of the
tactic of the lightning offensive, now this tactic has been discarded and the German fascists boast no more that they effected or intend to effect a lightning offensive, but that they managed to slip away deftly from the flanking blow of the British
troops in Northern Africa, or from encirclement by Soviet troops
in the area of Demyansk.
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The fascist press is replete with boastful reports to the effect
that the German troops succeeded in making good their escape
from the front and avoided another Stalingrad in one or another
sector of the Eastern front or the Tunisian front. Evidently the
Hitlerite strategists have nothing else to boast of.
Secondly, the crisis in the fascist camp finds expression in that
the fascists begin to speak more frequently about peace. To judge
by the reports of the foreign press, one can arrive at the conclusion that the Germans would wish to obtain peace with Britain
and the U. S. A. on the condition that the latter two draw away
from the Soviet Union, or, on the contrary, they would wish to
obtain peace with the Soviet Union under the condition that it
draw away from Britain and the U. S. A. Themselves treacherous
to the marrow, the German imperialists have the nerve to apply
their own yardstick to the Allies, expecting some one of the
Allies to swallow the bait.
Obviously it is not from fine living that the Germans babble
about peace. The babble about peace in the fascist camp only indicates that they are going through a grave crisis.
But of what kind of peace can one talk with the imperialist
bandits from the German fascist camp who have flooded Europe
with blood and studded it with gallows? Is it not clear that only
the utter routing of the Hitlerite armies and the unconditional
surrender of Hitlerite Germany can bring peace to Europe? Is it
not because the German fascists sense the coming catastrophe
that they babble about peace? The German-Italian fascist camp
is experiencing a grave crisis and faces catastrophe.
This does not mean, of course, that the catastrophe of Hitlerite
Germany has already come. No, it does not mean that. Hitlerite Germany and her army have been shaken and experience a
crisis, but they have not been smashed as yet. It would be naive to
think that the catastrophe will come of itself, drift in with the
tide. Another two or three powerful blows from the west and east
are needed, such as those dealt to the Hitlerite army in the past
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five or six months, for the catastrophe of Hitlerite Germany to
become an accomplished fact.
For this reason the peoples of the Soviet Union and their Red
Army, as well as our Allies and their armies, still face a stern
and hard struggle for complete victory over the Hitlerite fiends.
This struggle will demand of them great sacrifices, enormous
staying power, and iron staunchness. They must mobilize all their
forces and possibilities to smash the enemy and thus blaze the
road to peace.
Comrades! The Soviet people displays the greatest solicitude for
its Red Army. It is ready to give all its forces for the further
strengthening of the military might of the Soviet country. In less
than four months the peoples of the Soviet Union have donated
more than 7,000,000,000 rubles to the Red Army fund. This demonstrates once more that the war against the Germans is truly a
national war of all the peoples inhabiting the Soviet Union. Without folding their hands, staunchly and courageously facing the
hardships caused by war, workers, collective farmers and intellectuals work at factories and in institutions, on transport, in collective farms and State farms.
But the war against the German fascist invaders demands that
the Red Army receive still more guns, tanks, aircraft, machine
guns, automatic rifles, trench-mortars, ammunition, equipment,
and provisions. Hence it is necessary that the workers, collective
farmers, and all Soviet intellectuals work with redoubled energy
for the front. It is necessary that all our people and all institutions
in the rear work with clockwork efficiency and precision. Let us
recall the bequest of great Lenin: "Once war proves inevitableeverything for the war, and the least slackness and lack of energy
must be punished by wartime laws."
In return for the confidence and solicitude of its people the Red
Army must strike at the enemy still more strongly, exterminate
mercilessly the German invaders, drive them incessantly out of
the Soviet land.
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In the course of the war the Red Army acquired rich military
experience. Hundreds of thousands of Red Army men learned to
wield their arms to perfection. Many commanders learned skillfully to direct troops on the field of action. But it would be unwise to rest at that. All the Red Army men must learn to wield
their arms well, commanders must acquire mastery in the conduct of battle.
But even this is not enough. In military matters, and the more
so in such a war as modern war, one cannot stand still. To stop
in military matters means to remain behind. And as is known,
those who remain behind are beaten. Therefore, the main point
now is that the whole Red Army must, day in and day out, perfect its combat training, that all commanders and men of the
Red Army must study the experience of war, must learn to fight
in such a manner as is needed for the cause of victory.
Comrades, Red Army and Red Navy men, commanders and
political workers, men and women guerrillas! While greeting and
congratulating you on the occasion of the First of May, I order:
1. That all Red Army men-infantrymen, trench-mortar gunners, artillerymen, tankmen, fliers, sappers, signalmen, and cavalrymen-indefatigably continue to perfect their fighting mastery,
to execute precisely the orders of their commanders, the requirements of the Army regulations and instructions, sacredly to observe discipline, and to maintain organization and order.
2. That the commanders of all services and the commanders of
combined arms become experts in the leading of troops; skillfully to organize the instruction of all arms and to direct them
in battle; to study the enemy, to improve reconnaissance-the
eyes and ears of the army-and to remember that without this,
one cannot beat the enemy. To raise the efficiency of the work
of troops headquarters so that the headquarters of Red Army
units and formations become exemplary bodies for the .direction
of troops; to raise the work of the Army and the rear establishments to the level of requirements presented by modern warfare; to bear firmly in mind that the outcome of combat opera-
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tions depends on a full and timely supply of troops with ammunition, equipment, and provisions.
3. That the whole Red Army consolidate and develop the successes of the winter battles; that it does not surrender to the
enemy a single inch of our soil; that it be prepared for decisive
battles against the German fascist invaders; that in defense it display the stubbornness inherent in the men of our Army; and in
the offensive-the resolution, correct interaction of troops and
bold maneuver in the field of action, crowned by the encirclement and annihilation of the enemy.
4. That men and women guerrillas strike powerful blows at the
enemy's rear establishments, communications, military stores,
headquarters and factories; that they destroy the enemy's telegraph and telephone lines; that they draw the wide strata of the
Soviet population in the areas captured by the enemy into the
active struggle of liberation, and thus save Soviet citizens from
extermination by the Hitlerite beasts; that they take merciless
revenge on the German invaders for the blood and tears of our
wives and children, mothers and fathers, brothers and sisters;
that they help, by all means, the Red Army in its struggle against
the base Hitlerite enslavers.
Comrades! The enemy has already felt the weight of the shattering blows of our troops. The time is approaching when the
Red Army, together with the armies of our Allies, will break the
backbone of the fascist beast.
Long live our glorious motherland!
Long live our valiant Red Army!
Long live our valiant Red Navy!
Long live our gallant men and women guerrillas!
Death to the German invaders!

May 1,1943
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LETTERS FROM JOSEPH STALIN
1.

REPLY TO LETI'ER FROM HENRY C. CASSIDY, MOSCOW CORRE-

SPONDENT OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Dear Mr. Cassidy:
Owing to the pressure of work and my consequent inability
to grant you an interview, I shall confine myself to a brief written
answer to your questions.
1. What place does the possibility of a second front occupy
in the Soviet estimates of the current situation?
ANSWER: A most important place; one might say a place of
first-rate importance.
2. To what extent is Allied aid to the Soviet Union proving
effective and what could be done to amplify and improve this aid?
ANSWER: As compared with the aid which the Soviet Union is
giving to the Allies by drawing upon itself the main force of the
German fascist armies, the aid of the Allies to the Soviet Union
has so far been little effective. In order to amplify and improve
this aid, only one thing is required: that the Allies [uljil! their
obligations fully and on time.
3. What remains of the Soviet capacity for resistance?
ANSWER: I think that the Soviet capacity of resisting the German brigands is in strength not less, if not greater, than the
capacity of fascist Germany or of any other aggressive power to
secure for itself world domination.
October 3,1942

2.

REPLY TO LETTER FROM HENRY C. CASSIDY, MOSCOW CORRE-

SPONDENT OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Dear Mr. Cassidy:
I am answering YOllr questions which reached me on November 12.
1. What is the Soviet view of the Allied campaign in Africa?
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ANSWER: The Soviet view of this campaign is that it represents
an outstanding fact of major importance demonstra ting the
growing might of the armed forces of the Allies and opening the
prospect of the disintegration of the ltalo-German coalition in
the very near future.
The campaign in Africa refutes once more the skep tics who
affirm that Anglo-American leaders are not capable of organiz ing
a serious war campaign . There can be no doubt that no one but
first-rate organizers could carry out such serious war operations
as the successful landings in North Africa across the ocean, as
the quick occupation of harbors and wide territories from Casablanca to Bougie, and as the smashing of Italo-German arm ies in
the western desert being effected with such mastery.

2. How effective has this campaign been in relievi ng pressure
on the Soviet Union, and what further aid does the Soviet Union
await?
ANSWER: It is yet too soon to say to what an exten t this campaign has been effective in relieving immediate pressure on the
Soviet Union . But it may be confidently said that the effect will
not be a small one and that a certain relief in pressure on the
Soviet Union will result in the nearest future.
But that is not the only thing that matters . W hat matters first
of all is that since the campaign in Africa means that th e initiative has passed into the hands of our A llies, the cam paign
changes radically the political and war situation in Eur ope in
favor of the Anglo-Soviet-American coalition; that the cam paign
undermines the prestige of Hitlerite Germany as a leading force
in the system of Axis powers and demora lizes Hi tler's allies in
Europe; the campaign releases France from her state of lethargy,
mobilizes anti-Hitler forces of France and provides a basis for
building up an anti-Hitler French army; also the campaig n creates conditions for putting Italy out of commission and for isolating Hitlerite Germany; finally, that the cam paign creates the
prerequisites for establishment of a second front in Europe
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nearer to Germany's vital centers which will be of decisive importance for organizing victory over Hitlerite tyranny.
3. What possibility is there of Soviet offensive power in the
east joining the Allies in the west to hasten the final victory?
A.'SWER: There need be no doubt that the Red Army will
fulfill its task with honor as it has been fulfilling it throughout
the war.
November 13, 1942

3.

REPLY

TO LETTER

FROM RALPH PARKER, MOSCOW CORRE-

SPONDENT OF THE NEW YORK TIMES

Dear Mr. Parker:
On May 3, 1 received your two questions concerning the PolishSoviet relations.
Here are my answers:
1. Does the Government of the U.S.S.R. desire to see a strong
and independent Poland after the defeat of Hitler's Germany?
ANSWER: Unquestionably, it does.
2. On what fundaments is it your opinion that the relations
between Poland and the U.S.S.R. should be based after the war?
ANSWER: Upon the fundament of solid good neighborly relations and mutual respect or, should the Polish people so desire,
upon the fundament of an alliance providing for mutual assistance against the Germans as the chief enemies of the Soviet
Union and Poland.
May 4, 1943

4.

REPLY

TO

LETTER

FROM

HAROLD

KING,

MOSCOW

CORRE-

SPONDENT OF REUTERS NEWS AGENCY

Dear Mr. King:
I have received your request to answer a question referring to
the dissolution of the Communist International. I am sending
you my answer.
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QUESTION: British comment on the decision to wind up the
Comintern has been very favorable. What is the Soviet uteto of
this matter and of its bearing on future international relations?
A , 'SWER: The dissolution of the Communist International is
proper and timely because it facilitates the organization of the
common onslaught of all freedom-loving nations against the
common enemv-s-Hitlcrism, The dissolution of the Communist
International is proper because:
1. It exposes the lie of the Hitleritesto theefJect that Moscow
allegedly intends to intervene in the life of other nations and to
Bolshevize them. An end is now being put to this lie.
2. It exposes the calumny of adversaries of communism within
the labor movement to the efJect that Communist parties in various countries are allegedly acting not in the interest of their
people but on orders from the outside. An end is now being
Pllt to this calumnv, too.
3. It facilitates the work of patriots in freedom-loving countries for uniting progressive forces of their respective countries
regardless of party or religious faith into a single camp of
national liberation-for unfolding the struggle against fascism.
4. It facilitates the tuorl; of patriots in all countries for uniting all freedom-loving peoples into a single international camp
for the fight against the menace of world domination by Hitlerism, thus clearing the way for future organization of a companionship based on their equality.
I think that all of these circumstances taken together will
result in further strengthening of the united front of the Allies
and other United Nations in the fight for victory over Hitlerite
tyranny.
I feel that dissolution of the Communist International is perfectly timely because it is exactly now when the fascist beast is
exerting its last strength that it is necessary to organize the common onslaught of freedom-loving countries to finish ofJ this beast
and deliver the peoples from fascist oppression.
May 28. 1943
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