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At to-day’s sessjon the Congress, under the chairmanship
of Comrade Serra, commenced to deal with the second item

of the Agenda: ;‘Met'hods of the Struggle ‘again's.t the Daﬁger

of Imperialist War”.

'Methods of tlie Struggle against‘the
- Danger of Imperialist War.
- Report of Comrade Bell: |

Comrades: The war question in the past has been treated,
in my opinion, rather haphazardly. We have had many gran-
diose resolutions, rhetorical manifestoes, analytical discourses
upon theoretical problems associated with the question of war,
But the situation is such today that we must get down to the
practical tasks. that lie before the various Parties, in prepa-
ration for what will prove to be the biggest test upon the
Communist - International since its foundation in 1919.

We have also a wealth of material, of articles, writings
bequeathed to'us by Comrade Lenin and our great Bolshevik
leaders. But those statements and articles are rather scat-
tered and diffused, and not always accessible for the Parties
when formulating - their attitude in specific cases, or in the
general struggle, against war. This thesis has therefore attemp-
ted to-bring together the various ideas and propositions, and
also to connote the experiences of the ‘Bolshevik Party, of the
Spartacus Bund and the various revolutionary groups, that

did not succumb to the great war of 1914—18, into a‘ single

document that will, we hope, be a fundamental document for-
the future guidance of the Communist International in its
struggle against war. i

The Preparatoi'y Commission is not going to pretend that
the thesis is not open to amendment or to improvement in a
number of respects.. '

" It was our desire at first to try to produce sométhiﬁg in

_the nature of a short model thesis, that would be brief, con-

crete and to the point, and include all that was practical. But
when we came to make an eXamination of the materials avail-
able in the .archives of ‘the Comintern,” we were amazed at
the lack of information regarding the activities of the “Parties,’
either in the general fight against war, in their anti-war pro-
paganda in specific cases, and in a number of outstanding:
political situations where the anti-war work of the Parties
ought'to have been in evidence. The absence of these materials
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brought home to us that, in approaching this question of the
.war, we are dealing not merely with organisational problems,
- but ‘with the fundamental theoretical weaknesses ‘'on the part of

a number of our sections as to the methods of conducting the

struggle againstwar.

.. Finally, in’the discussion we want to know what the
Pattie$ can, do,in the immediate situation we are faced with
and, moreover, what they will do'in certain eventualities, -

,»+-The .ihesis .takes as its starting point the imminence of

“wwar. 1 remember at the VIII. Plenum, during the discu$sion,,

:Comrade Bela Kun and Comrade Kolaroff raised the question
‘of ‘Communists being imbued with the idea of the inevitability
wof..the ,war and the passivity.that arises from 'the belief of
such inevitability. But 1 am of the opinion that passivity may
egually -arise: from .an -opposite point of view. We must treat

the fight against war here as an important part of the day
tod4dy activity of the Communists against imperialism and not

to divorce it from .the particular. tasks of this’ struggle.

"It 'is désirable before going any further fo make ‘some
[~ examination of the objective factors that are before us. After
% thé:very. exhaustive debate’ which we had ‘from this: tribune on

. the internationat- theses,.it is hardly necessary to''dwell upon-

i

% the predisposing causes that make for war. All Communists

trasderstand ‘that wars ‘are inevitable within the framework of the -

capitalist system; that the predisposing causes of wars are
to be found in the imperialist rivalries for sources of raw
" materials and for markets and to secure fields of investment.

These circumstances led to thie great first world war in 1914—"

- 18. But‘we. know today that’this war did not solve the problem

funddmentally. It only brought about a certain temporary read- -

. justment accompanied by ever sharpening contradictions and
now we see ourselves moving into a new crisis ‘which is
ripening under imperialism and which becomes more acute
due to the hostility of the imperialists to the U. S. S. R.

The basis of the present crisis is "again the problem of
the new markets to absorb the increased productivity that is
accruing from the present period of rationalisation. Secondly,
the old distribution of the colonies and the spheres of influence
no longer suffice for the purpose of capitalist economy. The
Versailles Treaty, we know, was advantageous to certain power-
ful groups. Today, these particular groups feel that they are
strong enough to take what they want by force of arms but
for fear of certain forces which they may call up that they
would not be able to control, there is a certain retarding in-
fluence being brought to bear upon them. .

"We have, in our written report, made certain groupings
of the imperialists. During the debate on Comrade Bukharin’s
theses, the strongest emphasis was laid upon ‘the antagonisin
and .rivalry between the imperialism of America and that of

Great 'Btitain.Anglo-American antagonism necessarily takes the

first place in our consideration of the relationship between the'

various imperialist groups. The war of 1914—18, it is common

knowledge, raised the bourgeoisie of the United States to supre-.
"g[hé Washington ~ Conference sealed*

macy in world politics.

once and for all the fate of the English bourgeoisie, which

hitherto . claimed that the British' navy was mi)stre_ss of the
seas. In this connection 1 would suggest as a veéry interesting,

study a comparison of the arguments being used by the Bri-
. tish ‘bourgeoisie to justify the increased building that is going
. on in naval forces as compared with the increased building that
is.going on in America. ,

From this we are brought to ask ourselves the question

.. whether in this particular armament race it is possible for
. the rival of the U. S. A. to overcome the American imperialists.
We are bound to acknowledge that at the present moment
we are in the throes of an armament race more intense even
than the -armament race preceding the Great War of 1914—18.

. With regard to the possibilities of overcoming the power
... and - strength of the American bourgeoisie in the building of
_ its armaments it. is quite obvious that the American bourgeoisie

is economically . strong enough to build ship against ship,

unit against unit, against both Great Britain and France com-
~~"bined, and that consequently there can be no thought that
"' there are possibilities of the weaker British, French and the
- . other groups of imperialists being able to overcome the Ameri-
can bourgeoisie.
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In this connection I want to draw attention to the twenty
years programme that was brought forward in the American
Senate involving a cost of 2,570 millions of dollars, and to the
remarks of the American Admiral Plunkett when in an inter-
view he said-thal “we are nearer than oyer to the danger of
war becaus¢ we pursue a trade policy of competition and of
ousting -other nations”. To the question that was put to him

- when he was speaking of ‘ousting other nations’ as to  whom

he meant — the Admiral had no hesitations .in declaring: “I
have in view Great Britain or any other naton, the interests
of ‘which can be*touched.” With regard to the Anglo-American
antagonism it is clear that these are at present the fundamental
imperialist -antagonisms that we have to keep in mind when
discussing the perspective of a new war.

s ey

_Comrade Bukharin, in his speech on the international sit-
uation,: spoke: of "the attempts that ‘were being made and the

- success that had been met with by the American bourgeoisie in

squeezing ’ Great Britain out of another continent, particularly
in' comnection with rubber and oil. He also referred” to the
penetration of India for cotton, the peretration of Canada and
Australia with finance. We are all familar with the penetration
of the Almighty  Dollar into Central Europe. We all: knew that
the rivalry of German industry was only made possible by
the lavish help which was accorded to the German bour-
geoisie by the American bourgeoisie under the.Dawes Plan.
To the question when and where this. antagonism between
America and Great Britain will or may break out, this is a
question which can only best be answered hypothetically. What
we are cértain-‘of is that the ‘rivalry or’ antagomism between
themn will inevitably lead to increased armameéntsy will inevitably
lead..to friction and contflicts ih different? par{s’ of the globe,
which must inevitably be solved by force of arms. There is no
other way’ out of the impasse the imperialists are getting into.

. .Another group of the imperialists, we have designated as
the French, Italian and British group. It is common knowledge
that the British policy following the war was very largely
directed against the industrially growing strong French bour-
geoisie in Central Europe. For a period Great Britain leaned
towards Italy in order to check-mate the growth of French
industrialism and, vice versa, for a time the French bourgeoisie
was interested in a closer rapprochement with the German

‘boutgeoisie. Now we see the British bourgeoisie getting closer

to France and exercising a certain pressure upon Italy when
it is in the interests of the British Entente to do so. The
changes in the tactics that are being pursued we might de-
signate as 1. the ever increasing differences between Britain and
America and the striving for some European coalition to check-
mate the growing power and strength of America in opposition
to Great Britain; 2. the break of Anglo-Soviet relations and in
connection with this the active anti-Soviet policy of Great Bri-
tain. which is' endeavouring to realise 4 united anti-Soviet front
of theé Eurdpean stites; 3. the growth ofithe ecomomic power of
Germany whose rivalry must undoubtedly bring in its wake
the revivab, of the old Anglo-German differences; 4. the stabili-
sation: of-the French eiirrensy , which resulted 'in the consoli-
dation of France on the international field, in the sense that
France is now becoming more and more independent with
regard to. foreign politics.

In any case we see a definite orientation towards a rappro-
chement between the two main imperialist powers of the Euro-
pean continent. o

" The' reldations between ' the - Italian, French and Yugo-Sla-
vian group, are influenced by the interest of Great Britain
and of France. In recent times the situation between these
groups has been assuming a very strange aspect. The danger
in the Mediterranean at one moment was exceedingly acute
and is by no means removed.- What is evident, is that the con-
flict in the Mediterranean is bound to provoke a situation that
will undoubtedly involve the important European powers and

lead to another world war.

Great Britain’s desire -to predominate in' the Mediterranean
is due to her traditional hold upon the routes to India; her
tremendous influence ‘and interests .in Middle Europe and in
North Africa, all of .which-make it -absolutely necessary -that
the British bourgeoisie should:not lose any chances so far as
the naval strength in ‘the Mediterranean is concerned.
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Another imporiant grouping is the Franco-German-British
group in view of the industrial revival of the German bour-
geoisie. Germany, it is true, had to rely upon a certain measure

of support by the London market to carry. through the Dawes’

Plan, but in view of the acute international situation in British
economy, Germany can no longer look for that co-operation as
in the past. The possibilities of a revision of the Dawes Plan
which .will be brought to the order of the day in the imme-
diate future, depend more upon the bourgeoisie of the United
States than on the bankers of London.

Gerniany is once more a powerful industrial rival. The
international negotiations for cartels, for agreements, that have
been proposed with a. view to drawing together the heavy
industry of Germany with the heavy industry of Great Britain,
has not so far materialised to any substantial degree.

Another important group is the group of - America-Japan
and Britain. The antagonisms between these three rivals are at
the moment -exceedingly acute. The story of the relations, par-
ticularly between Great Britain and Japan, is onme of the most
interesting political studies one might engage in. There was a
period when, under the dictation of America, Great Britain
was compelled to. tear up the old Anglo-Japanese alliance.
Just - following upon that, began the building. of the base at
Singapore. On the other side we see the prohibition of Japanese
emigration to America in 1924 and the increased. naval bases
in the Pacific. Here are all the elements of rivalry and all
aniagonisms- that are. charged with the possibilities of war in
the immediate future: '

It is diffietilt for us to forecast exactly as to the possible
outcome ‘of ‘theése antagonisms. What we do see here is a
certain see-sawing, first from the one angle aiidl then‘irom the
other, involving certain. readjustments in accordance with the
increased economic power and political influence accruing from
alliances, pacts ~arrangements and agreements belween the
imperialist nations, , . L

" ‘With regard to the' inerease in armaments, it is:not me-
cessdry for mé to bring forward statistical material to' prove
that-in all imperialist countries the military budgets are rapidly
rising. These budgets include not only provision for an increase
i’ the number of -troops, ifi the number of territorial militias,
and so forth, but' they also include expenditure:particularly for
the mechanisation of the armies. So, for the moment; we can
di$miss all' the rhetoric ard -flamboyant. talk of the diplomats
who ' are continually trying to assure the massés -of workers
that “a$ a matter of fact, when we are improving our.mecha-
nisation this 'means a diminution "in the number: of troops
employed and will lessen the loss of life in the event of war
becoming 'inevitable”.' It is-a ‘lawthat ‘the greater the means
of destruction, ‘the greater -becomes the loss of life.

The budgets. for  the five big Powers- for the years 1923,
24, 726, 27 and ’28, represent a considerable increase in
expenditure. The numercal strength of the land armies alone,
the five big  Powers taken together, when compared with 1913,
'show-an actual numerical increase of 112,000 units. The number
of fighting aeroplanes that are on the active list, has increased

by 100 per cent. The same applies to the tonnage, and the aero-

plane carriérs, -a new type' of machine which belongs to the
present ' period, and which was -unknown during'‘the last war.
It - is“necessary ‘td' realise that ‘the” armaments race ‘Wwhich is
going’ on “at the present time is a:-very serious propositiomn,
and ‘oneé ‘which' completely  disqualifies  the' arguments of the
diplomats_and the bourgeoisie, that“there 'is mo- real “increase
inn- drmaments or any armiaments race 4t the present time.
:Objectively -we must regard these figures as a. certain
proof of . the. inevitability of war, We cannot expect that the
‘imperialists. will go on.increasing. their expenditure, the number
of military .and naval units. for the :mere love .of producing
‘these particular.instruments.. We, are justilied in assuming that
this, increase is prompied by .a  certain' nervousness in each
.of the countries against the other bourgeois states, with regard
to the possibilities of the future; and the desire and the neces-
sity for"'tnaking -some preparations in advance. Each power is
exerting ‘the utmost of its “strength: in the “defence” of its own
imperialist, interests. ' G
... ‘But there is one enemy, common- to all the imperialists.
No. majter. what may be the degree of antagonism between the

British and the American, or between the French and Italian
states, etc.,, — all the bouroeois states have this common enemy,
the proletarian state of the U. S. S. R. This brings us to the
final grouping, which is the most important grouping of all,
which combines the whole of the capitalist -and imperialist
countries against the Federated Soviet States of the U. S. S. R.
The hostility of the capitalists to theé U. S. S. R. is obviously
due to the fact that the U. S. S. R. is the centre of the prole-.
tarian revolution. Moreover, the imperialists are concerned with
the growing example of the U. S. S. R. to the world proletariat
and the colonial peoples as to the way out of the morass which
the suppressed nationalities in the whole world outside the
U. S. S. R. find themselves in. The strengthening of the bour-
geoisie, and the weakening of the working class due to the
offensive of the bourgeoisie against the workers, has had the
effect that the plan of. the imperialists to wage war on the
U. S.'S. R. is ripening. The fact of the increased rationalisation,
side by side with the exhaustion of old markets, forces the
imperialists to be always turning their eyes towards the Rus-
sian market, and the possibilities involved in that market.

Under these circumstances we see a considerably increasing
pressure upon the Soviet Union. During the last two. years
there has been, an almost complete unanimity amongst the Bri-
tish bourgeoisie with regard to the severance of relations ‘with
the U. S. S. R.-We know that there has been a certain tendency
in some circles, of some industrialists in Great Britain to
oppose the policy of the Conservative Government, which has
been anxious for a long time to have a complete break and
an open declaration of 'war upon the U. S. S. R. But on the
whole, the fundamental antagonism remains, BREK

Today, the financial blockade is one of the new features
of the antagonism to.the U. S. S. R. We see a growing irrecon-
cilable attitude of the French bourgeoisie in their negotiations
with the U.'S. S. R., and persistent attempts of French-German
economic circles to bring about a uniform policy with regard
to the U. S..S, R. Financial and industrial centres of Great
Britain and the United States are also entering into negotia-
tions on the question of concessions in the U. S. S. R. in
order to exercise a certain pressure on the U. S, S. R. The same
is true in the case of Germany’s negotiations with the Soviet
Union, and the breaking off of these negotiations under. the

‘pretext of the arrest of the German engineers.

_.All these facts go to.show that there are potentialities for war
in these economic arrangements between the ' imperialists —
in- the economic pressure that is being brought to bear upon
the U. S. S. R. They all go to show that the antagonisms bet-
ween the U. S.'S. R. and thé imperialist powers are sharpening
to a considerable degree. They illustrate that the capitalists will
one day be compelled to discuss whether or. not the time has
come to try a militarist solution to the problem which they can
only prepare but not solve by economic and financial pressure.

"The British bourgeoisie is leading this campaign in the
organising of an anti-Soviet bloc. After the Anglo-Soviet break,
we observed anti-Soviet tendencies ‘increasing everywhere. In
the attitude of France in connection .with the Rakovsky incident
and the increased .anti-Soviet attitude of the French imperialists
generally, in the growth'of the anti-Soviet tendencies-of Ger-
many, which is turning ‘more and more towards the impe-
rialists ‘'and away from tHe U. S. S. R:, the increasing hosti-

lity of Poland, particularly -after. the coup d’Etat of Pilsudski.

A number of other illustrations can be brought to bear on
this point, particularly the tendencies of the Baitic States and
the Near East, all going to show that the relations between
the U, S. S. R. and the capitalist world are becoming sharper
and more acute every day. '

Everyone here will remember  that during the period  of
the Chinese revolution, we had in England the General Strike
and the lockout of the miners which -lasted 8 months. There
is no question about-it that, in "this period, -the- fact of the
General Strike and the-long drawn-out miners’ lockout had a
certain deterrent influence upon- British anti-Soviet policy. While
they were occupied with the General Strike and the miners, .
they were not in the same position to exercise such a free
hand in Chinese affairs as now. Freed from the General Strike,
and having crushed the miners, and having' committed a con-
siderable number of the unions in Great Britain to industrial














































































