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Comrade SEMARD (France):

Comrades, the French delegation agrees on the whole with
Comrade ‘Bukharin’s exposé, It proposes at the same time.cei-
tain formal modifications and recommends that that part of the
thesis. which deals with French Imperialism be given more
emphasis.

In regard to North America, the French Delegation thinks
that more emphasis should be laid on the Kellogg pact and its
consequences. Bukharin said quite rightly that the axis of inter-
national differences lies between North America and Great
Britain. We think that one should emphasise the growing ag-
gressiveness of American imperialism, pointing out that it dis-
guises imperialist policy by a show of pacifism, by bringing
forward a project which aims at “outlawing war”.

Although the working class is politically. well-informed
and- our Communist Parties are able to expose the true cha-
racter ‘of the Kellogg Pact, one must admit that this move on
Kellogg’s part is likely to foster pacifist illusions among the
wider masses. Besides, it is characteristic of imperialists to
prepare. war while talking peace.

~We propose that. the passage in the Thesis which deals
‘with® American imperialism .and which only says that it is
~donning- the toga of pacifism, be supplemented by a brief exposé
and -criticism of the Kellogg Pact. o

ot

What is actually the ‘policy of the French Imperialism?
French Imperialism plays a very important roéle as ‘a colenial
power.. It occupies second place among  colonial ‘empires. It
occupies a preponderating place in China, from the econemic
as. well as the strategic view-point, ‘through its possessions in
Indo-China. It plays a very important role in the Balkans where
it is competing with Great Britain and Italy. It plays-as im-
portant a role in the Mediterranean where it wants to dominate
and is interfering with the interests -of Italy’ and Great Britain.
Finally, also it plays a predominant role in the struggle against
the U.S.S.R. side by side with other imperialisms by’ the ‘sup-
port it gives to the Border States, particularly Roumania.

What is the character of its present policy? It is a ',p_rc')licy
of colonial expansion and reinforcement of its military appa-
ratus. The reasons ‘for :this policy are: French imperialism has

~increased its production which is not commensurate with con-

sumption which has ‘been reduced through the shrinkage of
the internal -market, the inaccessibility of the external ‘market
through foreign competition. It needs cheaper raw material, new
outlets, hence its policy of colonial expansion. Moreover it must
decrease its cost of rproduction, “hence a policy sof ..industrial
rationalisation with all its consequences: low wages,-a:lenger
working day; conveyer system, high -cost -of living, .accepluated
struggle against the proletariat etc. R
I want to deal specifically with the role: of the Erench
imperialism in the colonies.; If French imperialism is,to. .con-
solidate-itself; if this is to make’its financial stabilisatigy;durable
o : T
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and is ‘to carry its policy of rationalisation to a conclusion,
it must first of all make the most of its colonies. Therefore its
entire policy is directed at present towards increased exploita-
tion of its colonial- possessions.

This policy of strengthening the French colonial empire
has been discussed in the French capitalist press. There is com-
plete accord between all the parties, Left, Right and social
democratic. The social-democrats contribute their to share this
impérialist policy.

One can also say that this increased exploitation of the
colonies. does not only aim at discovering mew sources of raw
material and new outlets, it also aims at military organisation;
reinforcement of the army of the mother country by means of
native. and, black troops. The tendency of French imperialism is
to defend its colonies by colonial troops and to pursue its co-
lonial expansién by fomenting enmity and_strife among native
troops. There were examples of this policy in the Moroccan war
when subjugated ‘Moroccans were used in the 'fight against
rebel Moroccans. '

~ Thus, in the discussion which tock place in connection with
military reorganisation. in France provision was made for co-
lonial “seli-defence by the colonial troops themselves, which
will be officered by Europeans. Thus the aim is to create a
formidable colonial army which in the event of an imperialist
war ‘will also be able to send its regiments to the mother
country, - an army which" will intervence also in the internal
conilicts which pit the' working class against-capitalism, because

it will be of course easier to bring out colonial troops against.:

workers ‘on strike than European workers dressed in uniforms.

For several years French imperialism has been trying to
find means of connecting West Africa and North Africa, not
only to create economic ties between these two colonies, but
“also to provide the seli-defence of West as well as North Africa.
The trans-Sahara railway line is to be the means of transpor-
ting West Africa troops to North Africa and, in the event of a
world war, of directing them towards France via the Mediter-

ranean. Thus, the construction of this trans-Sahara railway

is of enormous importance to the economic and military deve-
lopment of French imperialism, and this is one of the reasons
for continuous war against the southern tribes in the Atlas
and Talifet regions. .

Comrades; it is. self-evident thaf this incteased exploitation
of the colonial peoples results in rebellions and wars which
are a cause of alarm to the French imperialists. We had in the
last years the Riff war and the war in Syria. We had also
colonial rebellions, for instance, peasant rebellions in Indo-
China. We witness now the continuation of the war for the
alleged pacification of Morocco, namely the war against the
insiirgent tribes in South Morocco. Just as, the rationalisation

licy ‘means - increased class antagonisms in the interior of
the French state, this struggle pursued in the colonies increases
the - difficulties of imperialism by aggravating the rebellions.
movements ‘and wars against French imperialism.

¥t iricreases also antagonisms. between the various capi-
talist ‘states. 1 wish to single out the struggle between France
and Haly, for instance in the Balkans, and also for predomi-
nance in .the Mediterranean, for the. possession 6f Tunis, which
. Mussolini intends to annex. Then there is the question of
Tangier where Mussolini- is also bringing forward his claim
by right of occupation. It also increases antagonisms between

French and British imperialism in the Balkans and in the Me- .

diterranean, and between Germany and France because Germany
tias been deprived of its colonies and wants colonial mandates
for its economic expansion; it has already lodged its claim in
the League of Nations.

But this policy which is becoming more and more. impe-
rialistic and more and more provocative, requires increased
armaments, and in’ this respect we witnessed in the last years
a considerable reinforcement of our imperialism. First of all,
the almost total reorganisation of the army, the creation of a
permanent. -army composed of new recruits and re-engaged
soldiers, more intensive military training of the youth, creation
‘of a colonial army, erection of fortifications in the East of
France, and finally creation of a powerful navy.

‘to the colonial

Comrades, it will be as well to lay stress on one of the
recent manifestations of French imperialism: its naval démon-
stration at Havre. The general tone of the press was that
French imperialism wanted to "display there its enormous
strength from the naval viewpoint. Comrades, it is clear that

French imperialism requires a powerful navy for the security

of its maritime routes; it requires it because it is getting ready
for war which is bound to break out owing to the antagonism
between the imperialist powers or owing to the struggle of all
the imperialists against Soviet Russia. o

. This policy also requires brutal repression, not only
against workers in the mother-country, who are rising against it.

This brutal repression has repercussions at home and
manifests itself by violent attacks on revolutionary organisa-
tions, by imprisoning militant workers French imperialism
wants to cripple our Party. :

This policy is all the more dangerous to the working class
because it is- carried on with the collaboration of the.social
democrats: collaboration in the introduction -of rationalisation,
in the reorganisation of the army, in the colonial expansion
and “peace policy” pursued by the: League. of Nations and in
the. moral and military preparation of war against Soviet Russia.
The socialist Paul Boncour defended in.the League of Nations
the plan for the reinforcement of the army. He opposed in Ge-
neva Soviet Russia’s Peace Proposals. This man can be a pacifist
in the League of Nations and a militarist in the Chamber of
Deputies where he supports the plan of the General Staff.. This
is characteristic of the role played by social democracy and by
the socialist party in France. o

To the social democrats, the colonies are part of the French
Empire; they do not make any distinction between thein and
the rest of the state.

Moreover the socialist party identifies itself with
this colonial policy by voting colonial credits and
passing votes of confidence in the government in regard

wars in Morocco and Syria. On the
other hand, the C. G. T. declares itself for rationalisation in the
colonies, for what it calls forced labour for the “indolent”
native populations by saying “that the industrial world cannot
renounce making the most of distant territories”, meaning colo-
nial territories. .

This shows us how consistent social democrats are in
their policy and to what extent they helps imperialism to con-
solidate “itself* not only in the mother country, but also in the

_colonies. The social democrats are the best auxilaries of French

imperialism at home as well as abroad. Has not Paul Boncour
declared that Poland is the guardian of civilisation, which
means that Poland, supported by French imperialism, is the best
champion of Western civilisation against Soviet Russia.

Therefore we must emphasise in the Theses and also before
the Congress that, for the benefit of our Party and for the
information of the working class, the role of French impe-

‘rialism, the manner in which it jeopardises peace, and parti-
‘pates in the war preparations against the ' U. S. S. R.

If 1 insist on this point from this platform, 1 do so be-

_cause the working class is still underestimating war dangers,
.and because there is within our Party, divergence of opinion

re the imminence of war and the role of French imperialism,
Some say that the imperialists will hesitate to let loose ~war,
for it would be the signal for revolution. Others again assert
that the antagonisms between imperialists are too serious’ for
them to establish their united front against the U. S. S. R, for

‘the purpose of declaring war.

Well, we know that imperialists are not masters of’ the

situation in this respect when divergencies become very acute,
armaments are carried to the extreme, ideological and military
preparations are complete and when social democratic help is
forthcoming in regard to drawing political backward workers
into a war for national defence. : :

The numerous attacks on the U. S. S. R., the provocations,
the internal sabotage, attacks on external institutions, ahd the
economic boycott pursued by all the imperialists show that they
intend a military attack. Moreover, the class differences which
exist between the imperialist countries and Soviet Russia over-
shadow the differences between the imperialist powers.
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Thus, the danger of war against"the U. S. S. R, is the
most immediate danger and we think that the participation of
French imperialism and its important role should be more
emphasised in the theses.

Comrades, I will take just a few minutes to tell you about
our anti-war actions. ’

There is first of all our ideological work to determine the
attitude of the proletariat in imperialist and counter-revolu-
tionary wars, and to transform imperialist war into civil war.

This work has been done in our Party, and it should be
pursued by all the Parties adhering to the Communist Inter-
national. ’

We have done good work among army recruits, by esta-
blishing the “amicales”. We have also worked in the army and
navy where we have basic organisations. This anti-militarist
work inside and outside the army is carried on by the Party
together with the Young Commumist League. We also work
among reservists. This activity is of the utmost importance, for
it gives us an opportunity to disintegrate the bourgeois army.
We have been particularly successful last year in our work
among the reservists; we have succeeded im rousing them
against the military drill periods; in many camps they sang the
international ‘and demonstrated against French imperialism.

We have been also very active in our agitation against
colonial wars and colonisation. In this domain, owing to our
propaganda for fraternisation in Morocco, a company of native
troops went over to the insurgents.

There is finally one more point which I want to stress:
our anti-war action runs the risk of being superficial if it is
not linked up with economic work in the factories. We say
that anti-war struggle is at the same time an ‘everyday struggle
for immediate demands; only to the extent that united front
committees spring up in factories can the struggle against war
develop; resistance to rationalisation and its consequences can
be closely linked up with struggle against imperialist war and
for the defence of the U. S. S. R. In this domain our Party has
progressed, we have to our credit the formation of Friends of
the U. S. S. R. Committees in the factories.

Comrades; the main object of my speech was to point out
that in our Party we have opportunities of inducing the majo-
rity of the working class to resist war in an_ effective manner,
-and to go over to the side of Soviet Russia if the French and
other imperialisms decide to declare war against it. (Applause.)

Comrade DE VISSER (Holland):

Comrades, on the whole, the Dutch Delegation fully agrees
with the political lines of Comrade Bukharin’s report. Comrade
Bukharin did not say much about the actual activity of the
E.C.C.1. during the report period, though he did introduce
a. certain amount. of self-criticism concerning. this activity. 1
mean by this that in -connection with some important inter-
. national actions, the Executive did not intervene at -all or
-infervened too late. Another defect in our international work
is lack of timely information which was particularly evident
in the struggle against the Trotzkyist opposition. It is absolutely
necessary to improve the international information service in
regard to important facts, above all, in Russia. :

Comrade Bukharin. spoke about bureaucratic. symptons in
. individual Parties and also in, the International, We think with
“him that the “apparatus .of the International should be
“rationalised”. It is also necessary in comnection with this, to
strengthen. the political executive of the International by adding
to it a considerable number-of good forces from the sections.

We have at present a state of affairs when a few prominent .

leaders are overburdened with work, which ‘can only be
detrimental to the International in the long run.

Comrade Bukharin drew our attention to tendencies towards
state capitalism, and this is on the whole correct. But we
must not, forget that there is also an opposite tendency. In
Holland, for instance, we mieet frequently with proposals on the

~part of bourgeois parties fo give up state enterprises, tramways,
gas-works, etc., to sell them to private companies or to establish
so-called mixed enterprises instead of state and municipal con-

“cerns. We are combating this tendency with utmost energy, and

we think that it would be expedient to say something about
this tendency in the Theses. .

A few words on auxiliary organisations. We recognise
in general the usefulness of such organisations. But it would
be a mistake to see omly advantages and to overlook dis.
advantages, particularly for the small sections. One of the
dangers connected wifh auxiliary organisations is that they
can become a weapon against the Party failing correct leader-
ship, and this at times has been the case. :

A few words on trade umion policy. The Thesis No. 37
contains the following statement: Organisation of the un-
organised, capture of reformist trade unions. Organisation of the
expelled and under certain circumstances (in countries where
a split has taken place in the trade union movemenf) secession
from one’s “own” captured local organisation and affiliation to
the revolutionary trade union federation. Such are the tasks
on the programme. These ‘“certain circumstances” — we must
make this perfectly clear here — do not exist in Holland. The
N. A.S. has left the R.I1.L. U,, carries on a syndicalist-reformist
trade union policy and even opposes the Comintern and the -
R.I.L.U. It is utferly impossible for us to advocate the trans-
ference of the local organisations from the modern trade union
movement to the N. A.S. In Holland our task is to create a
revolutionary organised minority movement in the N.A.S. as
well as in the N.V.V. and to mainiain the slogan. of the
organisational unity of the trade unmion movement, with full
freedom for revolutionary criticism.

In conclusion, we think that the International should pay
more attention to the protection of small sections. For instance,
the International should have intervened in Belginm sooner than
it actually did. One could see already a long time ago that
the majority of the former executive was following a wrong
course, and therefore the International should have intervened
sooner. We hope that the Congress will take note of these
remarks, so as to enable the Comintern to do justice to its

" historical task: leadership in the struggle against the world

bourgeoisie and its lackey — social democracy.

Comrade ROGITCH (Yugoslaviaj:

The Delegation of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia fully
agrees with Comrade Bukharin’s report and Theses on the
international situation and the tasks of our world Party, the
Communist International. Comrades, the delegation of -the Com-
munist Party of Yugoslavia would like to express irom this
platiorm its gratitude to the Executive Committee of the Com-
intern for the measures ‘it has taken to put an ‘end fo the
disintegrating fractional strife in the Party. After the criminal
fractional strife. the OQpen Letter of the Comintern to the mem-

‘bers of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia rallied all the

sound elements of the Party. After the discussions on the Open
Letter in Party nuclei and organisations, we can already -say
with the utmost satisfaction that fractionism was poisoning
only the intellectual leading group and was not aflecting the
proletarian members of the Party. We feel confident that with
the help of the Comintern the Communist Party of Yugoslavia
will do away. with the last vestige of this disintegrating
fractionism at its forthcoming IV. Congress. The recuperation
and consolidation of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia are
all the more necessary as the war damger is more acute in the
Balkans than anywhere else. The big imperialists (Great Britain.
France, and Italy) are gefting the Balkan states gradually under
their financial and political control and are endeavouring to
cause strife among them and fo drive them into war against
the Soviet Union. The tension in the Balkans; -the Italian-
Yugoslav conflict, the Yugoslav-Hungarian conflict, the Yugoslav-
Albanian  conflict are not of a purely local, Balkan, but of an
international vpolitical character. .An outbreak of war in the
Balkans will inevitably lead to a conilict on a world scale.

Comrades, the Communist Party of Yugoslavia is con-
fronted with gréat and difficult tasks also owing 1o the internal
situation which is becoming more and more complicated. Yugo-
slavia is a multiple state. After the war the Serbiun bourgeoisie
usurped hegémony, supported by the bayonets of its‘own army
and the armies of the victorious allied powers. The working































































